
CFI Pastors 

Conference 09 
 

We registered 1,945 delegates for 

the conference. There were pastors 

from Jos, from all the districts of 

Plateau State, from 22 states of 

Nigeria and from Chad, Cameroon, 

Niger and Benin Republic. 

Missionaries who serve in other 

nations also attended.  

In fact what the Lord did in this 

conference shocked us all. All came 

away saying they have never seen it’s 

like before. We had guest speakers from many Evangelical and Pentecostal denominations. There was unity 

throughout the six day programme. Delegates came from all denominations. We all drank of one brook! 

The programme was carried on the state 7:00 pm TV news for two days running. It aired nationally of the federal 

radio main news broadcast for two days. The exposure this has given to CFI is amazing. We could never have done 

this ourselves. I don’t know why we were given such favour among the people.  

The governor of Plateau State attended the conference 

twice. On Monday he declared it opened. On Thursday he 

returned and preached the word of God for two hours. He 

has never before done anything like this. The federation 

has never seen anything like this. He laid aside all protocol 

and relaxed and ministered to the pastors as a co-

labourer in the Lord. It was excellent.  

Pictured above is Kent with the leader of CFI Emmanuel 

Razack and the governor’s chaplain, who is a good friend.  

 

 



We served food daily to all the delegates.  This was 

prepared by the CFI cook, who worked so hard. 

This conference was carried by the CFI staff and 

student body, who all worked nonstop throughout 

the six days, serving the people. There was not 

one complaint from the team. The love and 

excellent spirit they all demonstrated was, to me, 

the highlight of the week.  

 

The deputy governor came on the last day to speak and to close 

the conference. We had previously spent some time together. 

She is a devoted servant of the Lord and the gospel in Nigeria. 

These people stand against all risks and troubles. It is amazing 

that such a conference could hold in a city that just last 

November was thrown into mass bloodshed by Islamic 

persecution. She spoke on the need to overcome by love and by 

spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ to every person. It was 

excellent. The government also gave CFI A$20,000 to divide 

between the delegates to help with their transport back to their 

area of ministry. We handed this out to each delegate at the 

conference. We did not use any of this to help CFI with the 

conference expenses.  

A member of the house of assembly from the neighbouring Bauchi 

State also attended. She is the only Christian member of 

government in that state. We prayed with her. People like this are 

among those who risk their lives for the gospel and to serve others.  

Emmanuel Razack 

celebrated the 

birth of his second 

child during the 

conference. His 

wife Joyce was 

excused from 

proceedings for a 

couple of days. She 

is now at home 

with a healthy baby 

boy, along with 

their two year old 

son Michael.  



We handed out printed teaching materials and 

a CD to every conference delegate, to take 

back with them as study resources to help in 

ministry. These were all printed in our college 

office and collated by the students before the 

conference.  

Kent spoke on the New Covenant and the life of Christ, challenging 

delegates to biblical faith, transparency and integrity of life and 

doctrine. An Evangelical leader from ECWA spoke of miracles and 

ministry. An Anglican Bishop spoke on servant leadership and 

mission. Staff from the college spoke powerfully on Christian life 

and ministry through the person of Jesus. But best of all their own 

lives were a demonstration of it to the people throughout the 

week. You would see staff carrying chairs and boxes, working with 

students on whatever needed doing.  

Pastor Andrew McLennan from CCC in Brisbane preached 

and led the congregation in prayer.  

People filled the building and on the last day also filled the seating outside under the tarpaulin canopies that we 

erected for overflow. Many delegates were unable to stay till the end of the week, while new ones joined half way 

through. In all, we may have had 2,500 people (mostly pastors) attend. We used the building of a local church. The 

pastor very kindly offered it to us before we asked and cancelled his usual meetings for the week. We issued each 

pastor with a conference certificate from CFI.  

 

 

 



Henry Diamond pastors churches planted by CFI. He is also going on a 

mission journey to open doors for pastor training in another nation this 

June. Below Pastor Bashir teaches on prayer. He is the registrar of CFI.  

 

We do not yet know the impact this will 

have on ministry in the Sahel or on the 

CFI College. We do know that the 

delegates were powerfully impacted in their hearts during this conference. Everyone we meet is stunned by what 

the Lord did in their lives during this week. We also know that CFI is now known across Nigeria and in other sub-

Saharan nations. Our staff, led by Emmanuel Razack, worked tirelessly in planning this event. Hundreds of delegates 

camped in basic accommodation our team prepared. The staff ensured that delegates got to and fro and had dinner 

each night, before they themselves went to bed.  

Thank you for your prayer, loving support, encouragement and giving. The people here in the Sahel are very grateful 

for your love and backing. They keep on saying it. You have helped us to have a huge impact for the gospel of Jesus 

Christ in the sub Saharan African continent. Three leaders from Chad came. They oversee 150 churches and the Lord 

willing we are going there in December for an interdenominational pastor’s conference in the poorest nation on 

earth (it was when we checked a few years ago).  (If you are interested in attending this conference in the capital of 

Chad just before Christmas let us know please.)  

We are starting a five week part-time programme now and new students have been in our office all day. We have a 

new intake of full-time students this July. Please pray that the Lord’s purpose will be fulfilled as we walk together as 

a team. Please pray that He will equip us in every way that is needed as we look to Him. Thank you and God bless 

and lots of love from all of us here in Jos. Thank the Lord for His rich blessing in the gospel of His Son Jesus Christ!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


