THE ADDRESS OF REV. DR. SOJA BEWARANG COCIN VICE PRESIDENT TO COCIN CHURCH LEADERS ON THE JOS CRISES AT THE COCIN CONFERENCE HALL ON MONDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2010
PROTOCOL

REFLECTIVE THOUGHT 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10, ESV).

Dearly beloved COCIN Church leaders, people Plateau and indeed all Nigerians, I welcome and greet you all on behalf of the President of the Church of Christi in Nigeria (COCIN) Rev. Dr. Pandang Yamsat in the name of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to whom be the glory and majesty forever and ever.

May I use this opportunity to condole with the families and Government of Plateau State on behalf of COCIN for the unnecessary and colossal loss of lives and property as a result of the recent crisis?  The events of the past were clearly a result of injustice against humanity.  In the course of the crisis, great Plateau men and women, young and old who could have been future leaders of this great nation had their lives prematurely terminated in a brutal manner by those who do not mean us well.  Some lost their many years of savings, others their pension investments to looting and fire because of some few wicked, greedy, selfish, ungodly and ungrateful people from within and outside Plateau State.  

May the peace of the Lord Jesus, the only Prince of Peace comfort the families and replace what the worms have destroyed to the honor and glory of his name.

The philosophy of the Plateau person, Christian, Traditionalist and Muslim alike, is based on love, accommodation, live-and-let-live and a truly inviting disposition, particularly to visitors.  In their accommodating characteristics, they allow visitors not to only make a living but to also control aspects of the economy.
For example, when the Urhobos arrived, they were given all the encouragement to settle and make a living.  No restrictions whatsoever were placed in their path in their quest to develop themselves and benefit from the natural bounties of the land.  The Yorubas, on arrival were also given the same encouragement.  It was therefore not surprising that when the Hausa person arrived, the Plateau people in their characteristic spirit of love welcomed and accommodated them.  Hence in most cases the Hausa became the Sarkin Kasuwa (chief of the market),  Sarkin Tabirma (chief of the mats), Sarkin Mudu (chief of the measure), Sarkin Tasha (chief of the motor park), and Sarkin Yanka (chief of the butchers), among others.  In the same way, when the Igbos and the others arrived, they were similarly welcomed.

This explains why today, the visitors have the privilege of controlling aspects of the economy, to the extent of determining the prices and price value of even the agricultural goods never produced by them.

But while the other settlers appreciated the hospitality of the host community, the Hausa settlers misconstrued this love and kind gestures, considering it rather as weakness on the part of Plateau people and exploited it to their advantage.

They want to take the land and the inheritance of the people.  However, the reply of Naboth to King Ahab is instructive.  For when Ahab threatened to forcefully confiscate what rightly belonged to Naboth, Naboth insisted that he must defend his inheritance for posterity, when he declared:

“The LORD forbid that I should give you the inheritance of my fathers’.  So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Naboth the Jezreelite had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers’.  He lay on his bed sulking and refused to eat.  (1 Kings 21:3-4, NIV).
While we admit that we are all Nigerians, we must also admit that God is not foolish to have assigned each ethnic nationality a geo-political entity they can call their own.  This explains why we cannot fold our arms and simply watch others rob us of our God given inheritance.

If the event of the recent past are anything to go by, this is the fifth crisis in Jos in the 21st century, and the worst is yet to come.  What makes it more worrisome is that each time we go through an experience of this kind, the last is always worse than the former.  In all of hese, the threat of instigation is always traced to one root, fighting for territorial expansion.  If this alarming trend is allowed to continue, then we fear that the people whom we have loved so much will become custodians of the inheritance and our children and grand children will have no grave yard to bury their dead before the return of Jesus Christ.
TRUTH has always been hard to accept, someone said; “Truth is like drop of oil in a bucket and no amount of water can stop it from floating”.  ONE truth we want to clearly state is than NO CHRISTIAN on the Plateau HAS and will EVER dream of starting a fight against people of another faith.  In the over 100 years of the coming of Christianity on the Plateau, violence, coercion or force has never and will never be a tool or instrument for its evangelistic thrust, rather; it has always followed the footsteps of its master Jesus Christ in winning converts (Mark 6:11).  On the contrary our neighbors, particularly the Hausa and Fulani Muslims, have lived and operated through divide, conquer and rule tactics.  Through these methods they have succeeded in polarizing us with the aim of causing us to fight one another while achieving their aims and ambitions.  They have employed so many deceptive means to root Christianity out of the Plateau.  These have vividly shown itself in the takeover of Christian schools and hospitals.

THE NEED FOR UNITY AMONG PLATEAU PEOPLE

The issue of repeated crisis on the Plateau must not be interpreted in the light of bad governance for every leader since the time of JD Gomwalk has gone through crisis challenges.  It is not political because of all the crisis I know, no political office, nor political leaders have suffered any loss.  It is neither tribal because the era of tribal wars has long passed.  I am convinced that it is a Jihadist movement for control and expansion of the Islamic Kingdom.

Thus the need for the UNITY of the Plateau man and woman cannot be over emphasized for divided we fall and united we stand.  As Plateau people we must not be a CROWD but a TEAM and each shepherd of one another.  Benjamin Franklin on signing the declaration of the American Independence said; “We must indeed all hang together or most assuredly, we shall all hang separately”.  Plateau people must need to hang together no matter our differences whether cultural, tribal, denominational or political.  In fact unity means combining or joining of separate things or entities to form one.

A GLIMPS INTO THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH ON THE PLATEAU
The church generally and COCIN in particular has existed on the Plateau for over 100 years.  Throughout its period of over a century on the Plateau, the history of the Church has been that of giving life to the people in a holistic way and not simply spiritually, irrespective of ethnic and religious backgrounds.  Just as it is said in scripture:

The most important one answered Jesus is this: ‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one, Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this, Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than this’ (Mark 12:29-31NIV).

Following this example set by Christ, the church has extended this love to its neighbors both pagans and Muslims. Let it be put on record that right from the inception of colonial rule, Plateau was largely denied of necessary instruments of development such as schools, road, electricity and hospitals, by the then government of the Northern Region.  It was the church that gave education, medical care and agricultural inputs to the people through its schools, hospitals, dispensaries and rural development units, respectively, irrespective of the faith of the people;  testimonies and evidences abound to show this even to this day.  Development was introduced when Christianity came on the Plateau through the Sudan Missionum Ad-Afros (SMA) from France in 1907, The Cambridge University Missionary Party (CUMP) form Britain in 1907 and the United Mission Society (UMS) form Britain among others.  The personnel of these missionary societies came to their aid at the risk of their lives.  COCIN therefore sees the persecution of the Church today by Muslims as a lack of appreciation of the hospitality accorded to them.
EVENTS PRIOR TO JANUARY 17TH 2010

The COCIN Church regards the recent Jos crisis as premeditated by members of the Hausa and Fulani Muslim communities.  This is buttressed by the assaults recorded on Christians passing through the places predominantly occupied by Hausa and Fulani Muslims, especially around the Nassarawa Gwong area.  For example, two unsuspecting Christian youth were without any quarrels of provocation stabbed by Muslim youth around Duala Junction on 26 December 2009.  Even though the Muslim youths were apprehended by the soldiers at the check point on Duala junction off Dogon Dutse road, it is strange that they were released even before the Christian victims returned from the hospital where they were treated.

Another incident occurred on the 11th January, 2010, on Babban Layi quarters, Nassarawa Gwon at 7:45pm when Muslim youths cut two Christians, namely, David Hong and Babalola with machetes.  The incidence was reported to the Police Headquarters, Jos.  The commissioner of police initiated a peace meeting between the Muslim and Christian communities’ ward heads.  However, when the two groups were asked to return the following day being Thursday 14th January 2010, the Muslim community boycotted the meeting altogether.  Again, though it was rescheduled for Tuesday, 19th of January 2010, it was never to be, as crisis broke out on Sunday the 17th of January 2010, two days before the rescheduled day.
ORIGIN OF THE CRISIS/IMMEDIATE CAUSE

While Christians were attending Church services in their various places of worship penultimate Sunday 17th January 2010, Muslim youths attacked worshippers at the ECWA church Jos Jarawa, at about 11:45am.  Prior to this, Mrs Anna Yakubu, a Christian lady and her son were attacked by Muslim youth numbering over 300. They claimed that they were construction workers hired by one Mallam Muhammed and that they were working at a site not too far form the church.

The alarm raised by Anna attracted the attention of one Moses Izang Ajiji, a member of the Boy’s Brigade of the Church.  He immediately called the attention of Rev. Samuel Riga, the Pastor of the church.  Meanwhile, the loud shout of the Muslim mob heading towards the church form the direction of the construction site was heard by the Pastor and Church members.  The Pastor immediately terminated the service and asked members to move out of the church to the safety of their homes.

The rampaging Muslim mob advanced with arms and ammunitions as the Christian worshipers fled making their escape form the church.  Gaining access into the church auditorium, the mob targeted motor cycles parked in the premises, emptied their fuel tanks, gathered the plastic chairs used by church members and razed the church to the ground. 

The Christians at the church premises were confronted by a Muslim mob that was heavily armed.  They were coming from the construction site of Mallam Kabiru Muammed, who hails form neighboring Nasarawa State.  He is a driver of the Power Holding company of Nigeria (PHCN) headquarters, Gangare Jos.  The Muslim youths attacked un-armed Christians using dangerous weapons including guns, machetes, long swords and knives, among others.  Had the Christians not escaped through the back door, the casualty figures would have been extremely high.

The attacks at ECWA Jos Jarawa were premeditated because spontaneous response by Muslims all over the city as in former times is an indicative fact.  Spontaneous attacks were recorded in Congo Russia, Dogon Dutse, Daula area, Nassarawa Gwong, Yan Trailer, Rikkos, Angwan Rogo, and Gangare among others.  Muslims live in significant numbers in these areas.  This explains why a lot of Christians were surprisingly killed by Muslims, as they never anticipated any attack on that fateful Sunday at a time when they were at Church.

From the chronicles of the events narrated above, the crisis was premeditated and the construction site was only used as a ruse, a smoke screen, and a launching pad for attacks on unsuspecting worshippers and the peaceful loving Christians of plateau State.

If nothing diabolical, criminal and evil was to unfold, how can one man (Mallam Kabiru Muhammad) mobilize over 300 laborers to work on the decking of a small (4) room apartment?  As if the sight of 300 men on Sunday morning is not an uncommon sight in this area since the last crisis, the Muslim builders were chanting Allahu Akbar and intimidated non Muslims by calling them arna (meaning infidels).  The building had already reached the decking stage.  If the Christians were not accommodating and peace loving, they would not have allowed him to build his house to the decking level in a predominantly Christian area.
SPREAD OF THE CRISIS

Monday 18th, January 2010 was relatively peaceful as there were no major reported cases. However, on Tuesday 19th, Nanuary, the situation changed dramatically.  As early as 7am, as if acting upon some pre-arranged signal, violence erupted in Jos Jarawa, Bukuru, Anglo Jos (Fwelvorok), Mai Adiko (Topp), Laronto and other areas where Muslims have substantial presence.  In Jos Jarawa, Christians heard the shooting of sophisticated guns from the house of Alhaji Maikasuwa and the house of late Maisugar, all located around the COCIN Jos Jarawa. Two of COCIN Jos Jarawa members, Solomon Markus and Emmanuel Adang were shot that day.  In Bisichi (Kara), most houses owned by Christians were razed down by the Hausa and Fulani and in Kuru Janta, 50 COCIN members are still missing. Mild responses were reported outside Jos in places such as Mangu and Pankshin.  For details of people killed and houses destroyed see appendixes attached.
INVOLVEMENT OF THE SECURITY

The premeditated attacks of defenseless Christian worshipers at ECWA Jos Jarawa by the over 300 Muslim youths was quickly conveyed to security personnel – the army post located at Tina junction since the last riots. Though the security personnel swiftly and promptly rushed to the scene of the mayhem, they were confronted on arrival by well armed Muslim “construction workers” who engaged them in a gun battle.
In spontaneous response to this, many other flash points erupted into violence within Jos.  In all these areas, unprepared and defenseless Christians were left at the mercy of their assailants who wreaked untold havoc upon them by looting their wealth, destroying their homes, killing and maiming their members.

Evan as the Wanton destruction of lives and properties degenerated, it was observed that the Nigerian Army personnel that supposedly arrived to quell the riots around areas of conflict were mostly Muslims.  Initially, this was a welcomed sight that turned sour and worrisome when the army personnel began to shoot at Christians with their sophisticated arms and ammunitions.  

There are scores of pieces of evidence to exemplify this reality.  Thus the Nigerian army who were supposed to be a neutral force were involved in the shooting and killing of Christians in Nassarawa Gwong, Cong-Russia, Ali Kazaure/Angwan Dalyop, Anglo-Jos (Fwelvorok), Abattroir (Giring Village), and even Tudun Wada (Jishe) where there was no violence of any sort.

Some of these Nigerian Army personnel were even confronted and arrested by Christians and handed over to the Army.  For example, on the January 19th 2010, one soldier was arrested in Tudun Wada after shooting one Bala Muhammed of COCIN Mado while he was in his house, but the Church has its doubts over their punishment.

Both the Chief of Army Staff, Lieutenant General Abdulrahman Bello Danbazau, and the General Officer Commanding (GOC) Third Armored Division Jos, Major General Sale Maina and the Commandant, Police Staff College Jos (another Muslim) have questions to answer.  Numerous COCIN members, and indeed members of other Christian denominations are witnesses to the wanton destruction of lives by members of the Nigerian Army under the command of the GOC 3rd Armored Division.

A few examples given below suffice to buttress our point.  Mr. Pwajok Paul Matta of COCIN Sarkin Mangu and Baba Aya, an over seventy year old man of ECWA Laranto, were killed by rampaging and shooting soldiers while standing in front of their houses at Ali-Kazaure/Angwan Dalyop junction.  Baba Aya was jointly buried by the ECWA Churches of Assak and Laranto at Assak Village of Bassa LG on Saturday 23rd, January 2010.

Mr. Yakubu Sani was killed at Angwan Keke/Tudun Pera when soldiers with a military vehicle went to the Muslim youths and gave them cover while they were shooting at Christians.

In the Anglo-Jos (Fwelvorok) area, precisely at COCIN LCC Kambel, Mr. Moses Zang and others witnessed how four soldiers came into the area in a Hilux Jeep and a Golf Car escorted by an armored tank.   One of the soldiers who was well armed, climbed the small mountain in the area and started shooting at Christian folks with a gun that had a telescopic view finder.  They followed the Christian youths even to their houses and in the process one Mr. Auta Gukas, a member of COCIN Kambel was dragged out of his house, shot and killed in broad daylight.  In addition to this, Baba Ali Daben, a retired Police officer and an Elder of the ECQA Hausa Section Anglo Jos was badly brutalized and killed right inside his house.

The summary and hurried redeployment of the COMPOL of Plateau State, Mr. Gregory Anyating under the pretext of “unguarded statements” was to cover atrocities of the Muslim soldiers deployed to the state by General Danbazau, under the close supervision of General Sale Maina.

Likewise, the pastor in charge of the Church of Christ in Nigeria (COCIN) Rantya, the Revd Daniel Bitrus with eleven members of his Church were brutally removed from the Pastorium and forced to lie down by four soldiers who said they were sent from Abuja.  All the entreaties by the pastor to sway and convince the soldiers to leave them in peace were fruitless as they fell on deaf ears.  The Pastor’s salvation from tasting detention was his health condition.  When the soldiers realized that he was hypertensive, they excluded him from further brutalization.  The other members were not as lucky as they were humiliated, brutalized and thrown into detention for no just cause.  The experiences of scores of hundreds of Christians at the hands of soldiers follow the same patterns, aside from those that were killed.  It seems to the Church that it is a crime to be a Christian living in Christian dominated neighborhoods in Jos.

The Church therefore blames some of the military personnel of taking sides and of extra judicial killings in the Jos Plateau Crisis of January 2010.  More people were killed and more casualties were record in the state after the entry of soldiers to supposedly quell the riots than before their arrival.  

In Kuru Janta/Krama, where COCIN cannot account for fifty of its members and in Kara-Bishichi, many Muslims keep on coming in with armored tanks and armed soldiers, as escorts who continue to molest and brutalize the Christians.

Reports have it that some journalists form the PRTV were intimidated, persecuted, brutalized, traumatized and humiliated by being forced to roll on the ground while in the course of discharging their professional responsibilities.  Their human rights which are safeguarded by the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999, the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights (ACHPR) 1981, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations in December 1984 were flagrantly violated in broad daylight by forces that be in Nigeria.  

In all fairness PRTV has been balanced in its reportage towards sustaining order and peace on the Plateau.  

The Commandant of the Police Staff College Jos clearly took sides in the recent crisis.  He actively facilitated the attack of Muslims, youths on Gura Suga located opposite the Police Staff College.  Muslim youths caught in exacerbating the mayhem implicated the Commandant.  He was not only selective in handing out arms to Muslim policemen, but was also selective in handing out relief materials only to Muslim victims amongst the refugees that took refuge at the college.  It is even alleged that the Commandant actively participated in the mayhem against Christians in Bukuru together with the assistant COMPOL and some chosen Muslim policemen.

EXTERNAL INVOLVEMENT

The Church also notes with concern the involvement of outsiders.  In previous and even the present crisis, mercenaries were sited engaging in looting, shooting, arson and the killing of innocent citizens.  Furthermore, it notes with grave concern the recent pronouncement of an Al-Qaeda cell in North Africa, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM).  These groups offer to assist Nigerian Muslims with training and weapons.  According to a Reuter’s report, the Al-Qaeda group while claiming a constituency in the Nigerian Muslim community said, “we are ready to train your people in weapons and give you whatever support we can in men, arms and ammunitions….”  This is a dangerous development, which if left unchecked portends great dangers to the corporate existence of Nigeria as a nation.

We as a church appreciate all the general reportage on the recent Jos crisis, we are however disconcerted with the manner in which Daily Trust has been reporting matters concerning the State.  We have closely followed the reportage of Daily Trust and must say that we no longer have any confidence in them.  

We also note with great displeasure the negative reportage of the foreign or international Media on the Jos Crisis, especially the BBC Hausa Service, Aljazeera TV Cable News, Radio France International, Associated Press, Deuche Welle Hausa Radio and Voice of America among others.  These international media outfits chose the path of distortion and falsehood instead of objective journalism.  This is evidenced by the characters that they select for their interviewers, the location they choose to report on and their use of language.

The church notes with dismay and totally rejects the call for a state of emergency in Plateau from some quarters, including even a law maker in the Upper House.  The church notes with dismay the action and pronouncement of the Bauchi State House of Assembly calling upon Plateau State indigenes to move out of its State.  But we quickly commend the Senate for objective consideration and rejection of such a motion.  And the Plateau State House of Assembly for acting and responding maturely.

THE ROLE OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT

The church also wishes to put it on record that the Federal Government was equally up and doing in working tirelessly to ensure the speedy restoration of peace on the Plateau.  We commend particularly the role of Vice-President, Goodluck Jonathan, who apart form dispatching the relevant authorities to take an on-the-spot assessment of the situation, also created time out of his crowded schedule to personally visit the state and commiserate with both parties. His words during his timely visit were most reassuring, particularly, when he pronounced that no stone will be left un-turned to ensure the perpetrators of the crisis will be fished out and made to face the wrath of the law.  The 15 man panel that he has inaugurated is evidence to his commitment to follow his words with actions.

Special mention must be made of the unpatriotic and unprofessional roles played by the GOC 3rd Armored Division, Major General Sale Maina, for instance, did not play the role of a General Officer Commanding.  Lieutenant General Abdulrahman Bello Danbazau, the Chief of Army Staff on his part played the role of someone who can not be trusted, propagandist and apologist, with his infamous statement, “No soldier fired a shot” yet he is quoted in another instance saying that a few soldiers that were involved in the crisis were arrested.

We also wish to draw the attention of the Federal Government to the very patriotic and professional conduct of COMPOL George Anyating who in the course of the discharge of his duties and official assignments displayed maturity and forthrightness in defending the truth.  We urge that instead of a reprimand, which the tone of his redeployment seems to suggest, he should be commended and even promoted.

The Church also appreciates the Federal Government for relief materials that were disbursed through the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) to affected persons.  National CAN and several others for visit and gifts in cash and kind.

ROLE OF NGO’s 

We are not unmindful of the critical role which NGOs have played in past crises in Jos and its environs.  The recent one was no exception.  Through their untiring efforts, the following were established:

1. Information management and dissemination

2. Logistics and relief

We note with appreciation the particular contributions of the following NGOs: Red Cross Society, Stefano’s Foundation, Emergency Preparedness and Response Team (EPRT) Women in Peace-Building Network (WIPNET), Christian Rural and Urban Development Association of Nigeria CRUDAN), Plateau Christian Forum Media Services (PCMS), The Boys’ Brigade and other civil society groups who in one way or the other provided aid during the recent Jos Crisis.  We however note with displeasure the role played by the Human Rights Watch, whose stock in trade in this and past crises has been the making of unguarded, biased and unverified utterances which has always fanned the flames of the crises on the Plateau.  Let it be known to them that we have lost total confidence in their reportage, as they were also rebuked by the Ajibola Judicial Commission of Inquiry.  We also note the negative role played by the Aid Wing of Jama’atu Naasril Islam (JNI).  It is their tradition to quickly collect and claim unidentified dead bodies which they rush to mosques and later to the burial ground after showcasing them to the whole world.  They used such false information for propaganda purposes and attract sympathy form both local and the international community.

THE POSITION OF COCIN

1. COCIN views the events of 17th to 19th January 2010, with deep regrets and outrage.  We pray for healing for those who have been hurt and traumatized, comfort for those who lost loved ones and courage for people to move on with their lives as God is in full control.  People of goodwill have nothing to fear.

2. For the Church, the recent Jos crisis is no doubt long planned and therefore premeditated.  The truth about the Plateau crisis cannot be any other than a JIHADIST desire in history to expand Islamic territory.  So the Plateau crisis has little to do with politics but is rooted in the observation of the German National Colonial Conference and Islam of October 6th 1910, as an expression of Islam’s threat to peace, which states that: “The Mohammedan always in his heart will be hostile to the Christian ruler, because it is a fundamental doctrine of his creed that infidels shall not rule him.”  
Also expressed by a Muslim Sheikh at Baghdad, who wrote in a letter to the early Christian missionaries titled: The Last Word to Europe, saying:  “A Christian, whatever my be his position, because of the one fact that he is a Christian, appears to us a blinded creature, who has completely lost the dignity of mankind. “

Similarly, and Egyptian Gazette contains a report on the attitude of Muslims towards Christians, thus: “I have never seen in my life a more silly or disgusting thing than the sight of a Mohammedan who sits with a Christian in a public place and declares to the Christian that he likes him as much as he likes himself, and that they both worship one God and profess a sound religion which encourages virtue and fights vice.  While saying these things the Moslem may be feeling against the Christian hearer hatred so intense that a single part of his concealed hatred will suffice to burn both persons and reduce them to atoms.”

The Church is always the target; in this case the ECWA Church at Jos Jarawa was set on fire and on the remaining standing wall written: ISLAM FOR PEACE.  Attacks on Christians are always accompanied by calls to Sallah at odd times and the Jihadist war cries of  Allahu Akbar as witnessed in Jos Jarawa on Monday 18th, January 2010, when the Muslim Imam (Liman) in the area called out to the Muslim Ummah using loud speakers, saying “ku fito domin jihadi mu ceci musulinci” (come out for Jihad to safe Islam).  Also in Bukuru there was that call to Sallah in the midnight.

3. COCIN regards the crisis as Jihadist and as a means of displacing indigenes so that the Jihadist will not only dominate but control the state, economically and politically.

4. The matter is not about David Jang or the Berom Nation.  Yesterday it was Joshua Chibi Dariye.  Tomorrow, who knows?  As long as it is a Christian and not a Hausa Muslim!

5. The sudden recall of the Police Commissioner at the peak of the crisis for speaking the long silent truth is very unfair.

6. The invitation of the General Manager PRTV to appear before the Deputy Inspector General of Police, Force CID Abuja through the Deputy Commissioner of Police, DCP Yuguda Abdullahi for interview on Tuesday 2nd February 2010 for truthful reportage poses a serious threat to freedom of speech in this country.  We are of the opinion that the threat on the PRTV GM is an attempt to find fault with him, Plateau State Ministry of information and ultimately the Government of Plateau and to subsequently shut down the station.

7. The perpetrators who loot, maim, burn and kill can run out of Jos because they have a home to return to; but where will the Plateau man/woman run to when harassed and chased out of his/her ancestral home?

8. For years churches have sought to buy land to build churches in the far North, but this has been impossible.  Most churches, including those that have existed over a hundred years in the far North have no statutory titles as such efforts hardly yield any fruitful results.  How can some people have rights to everything in another land yet others do not have rights in their land. The recent and other previous crises experienced in Jos are about the ownership of Jos for the promotion of a long standing Islamist agenda being exploited from time to time for political gains.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Our recommendations about Jos Crisis:

1. The truth of the ownership of Jos, together with the mechanisms governing the operations of traditional institutions, which is no longer in doubt, having been settled by the previous Judicial Commissions of Inquiry,  including the 2004 Jos Peace Conference, should be implemented without delay.

2. We therefore, call upon the state government to as a matter of urgency work with the relevant institutions at all levels of governance to implement the findings and recommendations of the various Judicial Commissions of Inquiry on the Jos Crises.  

3. Those arrested in the wake of the November, 28th 2008 ad the more recent one of January 17th 2010 crisis, we demand that they be brought back and tried in Jos, being the scene of the crime, if justice is to be seen to be done.

4. We feel that the Nigerian Armed Forces is a neutral organ, since they have a constitutional responsibility to defend and protect all citizens of Nigeria without showing partiality, bias or prejudice as was witnessed in the recent Jos January 17th 2010 crisis. This is a dangerous trend capable of creating security breach.  We are therefore calling upon the Federal Government to reassess the neutrality of its security apparatus and Armed Forces. Confidence in the security personnel is fast eroding, we therefore call upon the Federal Government to reassess and maintain the neutrality of the Armed forces of Nigeria.

5. The availability of weapons in the hands of unofficial people needs to be investigated.

6. The removal of the Plateau State COMPOL for speaking the long awaited truth is unfortunate.  He must not suffer for speaking the truth rather he should be commended for rebranding the image of the police.

7. The Federal Government and other relevant agencies should thoroughly investigate the allegations against the Chief of Army Staff and GOC 3rd Armored Division and if indicted, they should be tried in a court of competent jurisdiction.

8. We whish to assure all and sundry that despite the provocative maneuvers by a section of the settler communities that are the host community will continue to extend its warm embrace to them.  The host community will continue to welcome people from all over the world who are desirous of genuinely living in peace and engaging in productive business with them.  

9. We call upon the Plateau State Government to as a matter of urgency reactivate the Nigerian Standard News Paper and to equip the Plateau Radio Television Cooperation to enhance communication.

CONCLUSION 

The role of the Church on the Jos Plateaus is to offer holistic and quality life to its members both spiritually and materially.  The Church, therefore, condemns in its totality the breach of peace on the Plateau since chaos and crisis are not concomitant to the provision of quality life.

Furthermore, development has been spearheaded on the Jos Plateau and indeed in the whole of Nigeria by the Church, through its numerous educational, medical, economical and social programs.  Crisis situations usually destroy and stifle development.

Christians are by nature peaceful and no Christian in his/her right mind will dream of starting a crisis against members of other religious faiths.  However, it must be appreciated that the accommodation of others by Christians should not and cannot be at the expense of losing their heritage in a country where every ethnic group is constitutionally holding tenaciously to a piece of land bequeathed to it by its fore bearers.  We are, however, looking forward to a time when the law makers at the federal level will pass a law legalizing settlers as indigenes all over Nigeria.  The Church believes this will go a long way in solving the indigene/settler problem that is today the bane of crisis all over Nigeria.

Christians are largely usually not on the streets on Sunday mornings, they are usually busy attending various Sunday services.  However, with regards to the recent Jos crisis, the spontaneous response of Muslims across the Tin City and its environs implies that the attacks as usual were premeditated.  For instance, Christians caught in it experienced a great deal of confusion resulting in the abrupt termination of Church services.  It is illogical to expect Christians who were preparing for war to go first for their Church services and start the war from there.

Furthermore, using the ruses of a Christian lady, crossing over Muslim males who blocked a major street for prayer in 2001, vote rigging in the Jos North LG polls of November 2008, and 300 hundred male Muslims rebuilding a destroyed building that was at decking level, smacks of childish excuses by blood thirsty people who do not mean the state well.  The Jos crisis is no doubt masterminded by forces both form within and outside the country with wider connections.

The glaring involvement and complicity of soldiers of the Nigerian Armed Forces, taking arms against the defenseless people it has vowed to protect needs to be investigated.

COCIN is satisfied and appreciates with gratitude the crucial role played by the State and Federal Governments and some NGOs in ensuring the speedy return of peace to the Tin City.

Thanks for listening great Nigerians, Plateau people, Church leaders and elders and professional and unbiased media people.

