12/02/10

Dear all,

Thank you for standing with us in the GOSPEL. 

The CFI newsletter is going to print for posting in Australia. It briefly summarizes events since last August. It is attached here in PDF format. 

Lecturers are doing a great job in the college and many students have started already from Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and the Republic of Niger. We have started a French speaking department to cater for those from French speaking nations and to promote training and church planting there. We have sent another pastor to Bauchi State to work among the Muslims and indigenes and open another church. I go there this February also. We have it on our heart to open a church/mission in the Republic of Niger when God allows. 

Things remain settled here. The deputy president of Nigeria was sworn in as acting president with full powers, due to the ongoing illness and absence of the president. The chairman of the senate was sown in as acting vice president. Both are Christians. This constitutional and lawful transition mid term is a monumental achievement in Nigerian history and the army have assured of their support. We do need to continue praying. 

We thank you for your support and we are praying for you. If you would like to support on a monthly basis please make the arrangements using our details here. 

Thank you.

Love and God bless, Kent

09/02/10

More news filtering through...

I spoke with a pastor on Sunday who described things in his part of the city. The Muslim lined up on one side of a valley with guns and the Christians on the other with none. Some police were there and they fired blanks into the air to draw the fire of those with guns. When the antagonist’s bullets were used up then the “Christians” (a mixed group in reality – non Muslims) ran upon them and chased them as far as a certain place... Sounds just like the biblical descriptions: “They pursued them unto Gath...” 

I met another person who described events in his part of the city: They went to the hills above the town to get a clearer view, the Muslims on one hill and the Christians on an apposing hill. The Muslims cried Allah is Great and the Christians cried Praise the Lord. It was a battle. (Sounds like the armies that gathered before Goliath came out.) The Muslims had quality guns, brought in over a period, some hidden in imported food supplies. One had a machine gun on a tripod. The Christians had no guns. When they cried Praise the Lord the Muslims became confused and the Christians ran them out. 

Just like the town where one of our churches is (described in my last email), they said it was a premeditated attack - a planned event that once again did not go as planned. They say, “God fought for us.” 

This all makes me to think what are Britain and Europe (and some other nations) going to do in 20 years? 

The pastor I was speaking to said we must look to the Lord, where alone is our security and then went on and spoke of gospel revival among the lost and outreach. 

We have students arriving from Cameroon, Chad, Republic of Niger and from different parts of Nigeria. Classes are going on, carpenters are working on new desks for new lecturers and book shelves for the library and others are installing an intercom system in our offices that links externally through the mobile phone network. So it’s onward, trusting in God and remaining open to Him. There is peace and tranquillity: really a nice place to be when it’s like this. Once again, the staff have done excellently, but not in themselves and we thank the Lord really.

We have a new lecturer with us: a voluntary retired ECWA pastor and lecturer from Jos University, a very nice man who loves the Lord and teaches very well. We are blessed. 

We have it on our heart to start a church in the Republic of Niger, further north towards the Sahara. We wait for the Lord’s time and direction. We have employed an additional pastor for our Bauchi Mission, who has gone to locate premises there for his family. 

My feeling is that Nigeria is a strong democracy. It is not the nation is was 20 or 30 years ago. I believe it will overcome these challenges to security and the constitutional challenge it is facing and God will help the nation through. I do believe there is the will for this among the people. That’s just my feeling: God knows... We love this country and pray that it rises high and remembers that it was the Lord who did it for them. 

Thank you for your love and prayers and we appreciate all your comments and replies.

God bless you,

Kent

07/02/10

Dear Friends,

I arrived into Abuja early Friday and was in Jos by 10:30 am. Things are calm in Jos and the military is spread throughout the city keeping the peace. 

When about to leave the UK for Nigeria on Thursday we heard several reports concerning Nigeria. One was of a threat to security due to the health of the President and the possibility of an the Vice President ( an Easterner - where the oil is) taking over office. Another was an election to be held yesterday (Saturday) in Anambra State, whereupon many were expecting civil unrest that could spread. (It went fine.) When we arrived in Abuja we heard that a well known “church leader” in Nigeria had “prophesied” that Northern Nigeria would be thrown into civil war which would start on Saturday February 6th. So according to this we were driving north right into it the day before. 

Arriving in Jos we met people working in the college getting it ready for classes which start tomorrow, Monday. Students have arrived from Nigeria and Cameroon, with some on their way from Chad. We have heard that many are coming this week. 

We continue to hear of reports of the riots. One of staff had his car in a panel beater shop the day the crisis broke out. The car stayed there all week, in one of the worst affected areas. The shops and cars all around his were all destroyed in flames, but his wasn’t touched. He drove it home yesterday. 

One of our churches is in a village not too far from the college. They held service there this morning and many youth heard the word of God. These are mainly pagan but locals, not Muslim who have settled in the region over the years. The locals are also often called Christians in this state. Anyway, when the attack on Christians started in Jos, a group of locals from another village approached to attack the Muslims in the village where our church is. The locals hid the Muslims so they wouldn’t be hurt, because they had grown up together. But then they discovered that these Muslims had guns and started killing those who had saved them. (Where did they get the guns from?) So the locals of that village then defended themselves and fought back with whatever they had. 

I was discussing with one of our staff on the way to another service this morning and he told me of his experiences over many years in Kano, about 4 hours from here. The Christians (a term which can mean either real Christian or southerner) were attacked on many occasions over the years and turned and fled or were killed, or lost their families and properties. Eventually they met together and decided they couldn’t keep doing this but must defend themselves and so they made native make shift guns and were ready. On the next attack they stood their ground and the attackers ran back. There hasn’t been a major attack since then in that region.  

Coming from the West we don’t normally have to do that. It is done by competent governments and armies. But last week in Jos we had renegade police involved – not people pretending to be police as the media said. That is now fixed. 

So the situation is complex, but with Paul we are convinced that this shall work out for the furtherance of the gospel and that this is what matters in any situation. I thank you so much all who have written and encouraged us and our staff. One shared from Phil 1:12-27 and another from Ex 13:14. I preached on both passage this morning. Locals still threaten that this our building must be destroyed since it is the only Muslim building left in this area. We don’t want to be presumptuous, neither flee when God hasn’t said, so we are looking to Him at all times. We value your continued prayer. 

We believe the Lord is going the bless this year with the salvation and training of many. Many pagans and Muslim are being saved at our Bauchi Mission Station outreach and we need places to look after them in Jos. Once they are taught for two years they become strong and resist persecution and even become leaders in their families and regions. It is vital. Jos is being attacked because it is a Christian enclave to the north and God willing it shall continue to be.

Lots of love from all the team, Kent

03/02/10

Dear Friends,

We are very grateful for the follow up we have had from many of you, for your prayers and messages. We have received support from friends in Australia and the UK which has helped so much. Thank you for what everyone has done and for those who have been in contact. 

We have packed 26 boxes of clothes, books, children’s books and Bibles for Jos and they leave tomorrow. These have been gifts from friends in the UK. Among these are many clothes for children, which come at the right time to help those in Jos. Kent also leaves for Jos tomorrow. He is also taking back gifts of supplies for the staff and their families. 
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We need funds to ship these supplies out to Jos. If you are able to help please go to our website on this page and look for the details. Thank you.

The college and children’s school open next week and we thank you for your continued prayer. Jim Holdcroft also comes out to Jos in one week to start a seminar with our students and pastors from the Jos area. We are opening this up to other churches, to encourage as many as we can after the riots. 

Things are settled in the city now owing to the affective presence of the army. We thank God for the constitution of the nation which affords us protection and liberty to preach the gospel. As Paul used this in the Roman Empire we take full advantage of this God given opportunity to preach the gospel through the Sahel. No wonder Paul said pray for the peace of the nation so that we can preach. God’s blessing gives us a disciplined army which is so necessary. Please pray this continues. (We also need to pray that this liberty is used to the full in Western nations.)

Below John & Esther (our daughter) speak on a brief video of their experience in Jos. Our son Timothy also wishes to come to Jos next August to do his medical training overseas placement for two months. The hospital they work in was not harmed during the riots but some relations and friends of the staff were. 

John & Esther Cheesman
Kent Speaks on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit This audio is uncut, containing a whole service of worship and the message. You may wish to download it first so you can move it forward to the message. 

We look forward to letting you know of God’s blessing in Jos and beyond in the days ahead. Thank you for your support. Once again we are amazed at the Lord’s faithfulness in continuing to meet needs and move in the hearts of his people in so many ways. 

We are praying for you also. 

Love from all in Jos, Kent & Ruth 

