Kano

Our first Pastor’s Seminar was held in Kano. We had pastors from about 130 different churches attend. 

A lot of investment from foreign nations has gone into making Kano the Islamic stronghold of Nigeria. Nigeria has almost 150 million people now, which is almost 1/4 of the African continent. Nigeria is seen as pivotal in the fortunes of Islam. 

We spoke with a Pentecostal leader in the city, named Bishop Bello. He came to the seminar and loved it. He described the horrible scenes over the years as many have been violently killed. We solute Bishop Bello for standing in Kano, when he has the power to set up ministry anywhere else that is safer.

Christians in Kano are forced into a ghetto where living conditions are shocking and systematic economic persecution attempts to hold them back. We are helping the locals in village evangelism and church planting in the regions around Kano. We believe in the not too distant future Kano will “fall”. 

Maiduguri
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Pastor Enoch’s church – many were seated outside the church

We then moved onto Maiduguri, about 7 hours drive further north east.  Here is where the Kanuri live. There are millions of Kanuri in Nigeria, with less than 50 (maybe less than 30) converts. We have trained two of these for ministry. Maiduguri considers itself the centre of Islam in Nigeria, where it started many years ago. 

Sharia law operates in both Kano and Maiduguri. The venue for our pastors seminar in Maiduguri was the church of a former graduate, Pastor Enoch. He pastors the Hospital Chapel, of about 600 members, on the campus of a Sharia hospital under the directorship of a Sharia manager. 

As we were busy every moment, we took our laundry to be cleaned while in Maiduguri and they were not permitted by Sharia to wash our undergarments, but this law does not transform the heart. Corruption, immorality and violence reign. How ridiculous is the law!

Pastor Steve from Australia also ministered in another church started by a former graduate we helped to train. Pastor Naga has this church in an Islamic neighbourhood, not in a Christian ghetto. He has about 800 members, some of whom are converted Moslems from the suburb. They have tried all they can to remove him, but he stands. 
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Pastor Naga’s church. Others were seated outside the building. 

Two years ago about 50 churches were burnt to the ground in Maiduguri and Christians were killed. The Christians are rebuilding and outreaching to many. Once again, the details are horrific. 
Jos

We then returned to Jos to minister in the college. People in Kano and Maiduguri now know that this new college is here. We are expecting maybe 120 students this semester. It is ideal to be centrally located in this Christian enclave in Jos to reach out to the north by training the indigenous converts from those areas. 

The 8,000 graduates we have helped train in the past are all over Nigeria and the world. Everywhere we go we meet many of them who are pastoring. We are now training many more as we push further north. 
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Bible college in Jos – Pastor Steve playing and singing 

God bless you and thank you so much for standing with us in prayer, encouragement and support. We and the students are praying for you. 

Kent

