Theology

e Creation and Fall.

e The Sovereignty of God.
e  The Trinity.

e The person of Christ.

e The Holy Spirit.

e Angels.
e Satan and demons.
¢ Man.

Creation

There is one God who is sovereign. He has total power in the entire universe. None can come against
Him. He is not in battle against anything. No creature in heaven, or on earth, or under the earth can
exist one moment beyond divine permission. God is the creator. He made all things, all creatures, all
powers and all governments.

No creature can do the slightest thing in opposition to the will of God. The worlds were made through
Christ, by whom He upholds all things by the word of His power (Heb 1:2-3). God created the
heavens and the earth and all that is in them in six days and rested on the seventh day. This is where
we get the period of a seven day week.

God said “let there be light” and there was light, before He made the sun. This indicates the futility of
sun worship, or worship of any creature. While Genesis does not provide scientific details, it does
provide statements of historical fact. The text in 2 Pet 3:8, “To the Lord a day is a thousand years,”
has no application to Genesis. Peter is speaking about God’s long suffering, His patience in
withholding punishment and does not make any reference to creation.

Genesis 1 is the chronological account of creation while Genesis 2 is a thematic account of the same
event, not chronological or contradictory. This is Hebrew form, where a matter is introduced in one
section and expanded in the next section. Most verses in the Proverbs follow this form, as do other
historical accounts in the Old Testament.

Adam and Eve lived in harmony with the animals and none ate meat. Lions were not created to eat
meat, as many animals today have large teeth, but are not meat eaters. Meat was given to man to eat
after the Flood of Noah and therefore vegetarianism cannot be justified on biblical grounds.

This may have had something to do with changed conditions reducing the nourishment or range of
plant life. Human life span was significantly reduced after the Flood, with a presumed increase in the
variety of diseases. It seems apparent that it did not rain before the Flood and that instead a mist went
up from the earth that watered plant life (Gen 2:5-6). This would result in a greater greenhouse affect,
with no polar ice and very limited U.V. radiation from the sun with a denser atmosphere.

There are so many other possible differences regarding pre-Flood conditions, including a lack of
oceans and mountain ranges and a possible dividing of continents after the Flood. We do not make
conclusions about these things here, for each point in itself would require a lot of research into biblical
language and other matters. God knew the Fall would occur and may have made provision for that in
His original creation.

The Fall

In Genesis 3 it is clear that sin entered the world through Adam and Eve. There was nothing
poisonous in the forbidden fruit, for all God made was “very good” (Gen 2:17, Gen 1:31). The free of
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the knowledge of good and evil was so-called because, if Adam and Eve chose to disobey God and
eat from it, they were choosing to be their own judge in good and evil.

Satan introduced Post-Modernism here. Eve was invited to interpret God subjectively. The serpent
said Eve would be as God, knowing good and evil. Adam and Eve would be wise in their own sight
and decide for themselves between right and wrong. They would be their own god (Gen 11:4, Is
14:13, Dan 3:5, 4:30). This was how Jesus was tempted (Matt 4:3). He could make His own way,
rather than obey the Father. Jesus chose obedience, not self-will.

As a result of Adam’s sin, self became the centre of man’s nature. This brought separation from God,
physical death, sickness and the entire curse we see upon the earth today. Wars are the fault of man,
not of God. God pronounced the curse, not Satan and God uses the curse as a catalyst to bring His
people to Christ (Rom 8:20).

This means that fossils are not leftovers of animals that existed before the Fall of man. God did not
use the process of death and murder to create life by a long cycle of evolution and self-centred
survival of the fittest. That would have been inconsistent with His nature. God is good and His
creation was very good.

Theistic evolution (the idea that God used evolution to create) is inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus
Christ. If death did not come through the sin of Adam, there is no need for Christ to come to save us
from sin by dying on the cross. Christ died for sin and thus to put death to death. He has the keys of
hell and of death and is the resurrection from the dead. It is evident that Adam’s sin resulted in
physical and not just spiritual death:

1. Paul spoke of physical death coming from Adam, when speaking of the
resurrection of the body in 1% Corinthians 15.

2. Adam’ sin resulted in the curse, which includes death and sickness. The snake
“eating” dust, the thorns, thistles, sweat, labour pains increased and the reduced
age of man in the years ahead, are all aspects of physical death which followed as
the Fall and curse impacted upon all creation (Gen 3:14-19).

3. God slew an animal to clothe Adam and Eve after they sinned. The physical death
of the animal was a result of Adam’s sin and foreshadowed Christ’s physical death
for our sin. Adam could see in the death of the animals the consequence of his sin.
“The soul that sins must die.” (Ezek 18:20).

4. Christ died physically for our sin. “He bore our sin in His body on the tree.” (1 Pet
2:24).

5. Physical death is an enemy of God, so He did not use it to create the world slowly
through evolution (1 Cor 15:26).

Some say that autumn leaves died before the Fall, because there were seasons (Gen 1:14). There
was the sun, moon and stars, but the seasons mentioned here were only to measure day, night and
years. Other seasons, as we know them today (including cold, heat, summer and winter), were not
mentioned until after the Flood (Gen 8:22). We do not know what happened in those earlier days, or
the biological and horticultural changes that followed and cannot make assumptions.

So God in His power created man and though He did not author sin or tempt Adam, He allowed the
temptation, to give man free will. Adam had free will and in no way was his decision to sin controlled
by God. It was Adam’s free choice.



God chose to allow Adam to sin so that He could redeem His chosen people to be His church. In this
way, salvation would be by God’s free grace. This was God’s plan before creation, since Christ was
“crucified from before the foundation of the earth” (Rev 13:8).

Some ask, why does God allow wars and suffering? Because they are the result of man’s sin and this
condition has not changed. Why then does not God change this? He has, through sending Jesus
Christ and raising Him from the dead, but man does not accept this.

This tendency of shifting blame to God is exactly what Adam did after he fell, “The woman You gave
me, gave me to eat...” (Gen 3:12). The Bible so accurately describes human nature.

God as Governor

God’s sovereignty continued after the Fall. Some have said that God gave the earth to man when He
told man to have dominion before the Fall and when Adam sinned Adam handed the earth over to
Satan. The Bible does not state this. Adam’s dominion was under the Lordship of God, so long as he
obeyed God’'s commands. The Psalms claim that “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.”
(Ps 24:1). God still exercises full dominion over His creation.

Nebuchadnezzar claimed that he built Babylon by the power of his own hand and for that reason God
removed from him His grace, to show Nebuchadnezzar that he was able to do nothing by himself. He
lost his mind and ate grass with the cattle for seven years (Dan 4:34-37).

In God'’s time, his mind returned to him and Nebuchadnezzar’s first thought was that “God reigns in all
the earth and puts in power whomsoever He wills and brings down one king and raises up another.”
(Dan 4:32). Some say today that territorial spirits rule certain districts of the earth. God rules the earth,
not the devil or anyone else. Anyone who claims someone other than God rules is “eating grass with
Nebuchadnezzar”.

God said concerning Pharaoh, “For this reason | have raised you up.” (Rom 9:17). Pharaoh thought
his wisdom and his gods gave him power, but it was God’s sovereign will to raise up Pharaoh, that He
might show His power to His elect people Israel. The book of Colossians says that all powers and
dominions are subject to Jesus Christ (Col 1:16-23). This means spiritual powers and human
governments. They are all in place by His permission and for His purpose.

Does this mean that God is responsible for the evil that they do? No, they do evil out of the depravity
of their own nature. But God works all things together according to the counsel of His own will (Eph
1:5). He can even harden the heart of a sinner if its suits His purpose, as He did with Pharaoh (Rom
9:18).

Some have argued that Satan rules the nations because he is called the prince of the power of the
air, which now rules the sons of disobedience (Eph 2:2). Satan does this by God’s permission and
under His supervision. The supervision of God over Satan’s works is clear from Job, where God gave
Satan permission to test Job, but under a clear limitation that Satan was not able in the least bit to
resist (Job 2:1-6).

It is even seen in the Old Testament that God once summoned a lying spirit to take a wicked king in
his own folly (1 Kings 22:22). 1 Cor 10:13 says there is no temptation that God will not oversee and
give sufficient grace to escape. Jesus said not one hair falls from our head without our Father’s
knowledge (Matt 10:30). God has knowledge of every single event, no matter how minor, which
means that He is everywhere at the same time.



Satan Does Not Rule

It is further argued by some that because Satan tempted Jesus saying that he ruled the kingdoms of
the earth and could give them to Jesus, then this must have been true, or it would not have been a
temptation. It is true that Satan had a fleeting power over the disobedient, those who follow the
fashions of the world in their desires, but this is under God’s sovereign control. Jesus was not fooled
by this temptation and He knew that:

1.Satan is a liar.
2.Authority cannot be had unless the Father gives it.

What Satan said was not true. Jesus said to Pontius Pilot, “You can have no authority unless it is
given you from above.” (John 19:11). The Bible is clear; Satan has nothing that God has not given
him and God can take it away without the slightest dispute. Satan does not even rule fallen men.
Fallen man is ruled by the law of sin and death. He is governed and held captive by His own sin
nature, under God’s sovereignty.

Man Does Not Rule

Another belief in this area is that Christians are mini-gods and have creative power. Moses was as a
god to Pharaoh in that he was God’s mouthpiece; but Moses had no right to choose his own words.
He spoke as God directed him. Even Jesus only followed and obeyed the Father (John 5:19).

Today, Christ leads His church through the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and in
earth is given to Me, go therefore and make disciples...” (Matt 28:18). If Jesus has all authority, it
follows that there is no authority left for Satan or for us. The only authority we exercise as believers is
by the will of God.

Some claim that by visualisation or confession we can create, but the blessings of God are of grace,
not of works. For example, Abraham did not receive the Promised Land because he visualized it. God
brought him to stand in the centre of the land to show him what He had already given him. He told
Abraham to look to the east, west, etc and said all you can see | have given to you (Gen 15:18).

Abraham received the land as a gift, by grace, provided by God from before the foundation of the
earth. We do not confess our own thoughts to create what we choose. We confess what God has
done in us already. Paul said “we believe, therefore we speak” (2 Cor 4:13). We speak according to
God’s gift of faith, which is received by grace. God gives us the faith first and we speak what He is
doing.

Similarly, when God told Joshua, “wherever your foot treads | have given you”, it was because God
had brought Joshua to the place that He had already given to Abraham and Israel (Josh 1:1-9). The
key was not Joshua’s foot, but what God had already given. The boundaries were already marked. If
Joshua stepped out of those boundaries his foot would not have helped him much!

If God has not done it, speaking or visualisation will not achieve anything of lasting value. This is
occultism. This was Eve’s temptation, “You shall be like God.”. Occultism is an attempt to use God’s
power apart from God'’s grace. Visualising and self-encouragement are good in the sense of planning
and then working towards those plans, but this has nothing to do with God’s power. They are just
normal life principles that apply to everyone, Christian or not.

Using visualisation to manipulate the spiritual realm is Buddhism, not Christianity. Man and Satan can
make their plans, but God is sovereign (Pr 16:9, 19:21). The gospel is a gospel of grace in what Christ
has done through His merits. This is not to undermine faith, which “calls things that are not as though



they were” (Rom 4:17). When we take away God’s sovereignty and place man at the fore it is not
faith.

God sees all and knows all, even the thoughts of our hearts. Nothing is hidden from Him (Psalm 139).
He does not need counsel for He has all knowledge and wisdom. God is omnipotent (has all power),
omniscient (has all knowledge) and is omnipresent (is everywhere). This corrects teachings on the
devil and human will. This is the first lesson of faith. As God is omnipotent, there can be no other
power.

With the Ancient is wisdom; and in length of days understanding. With Him is wisdom
and strength, He has counsel and understanding. Behold, He breaks down and it
cannot be built again: He shuts up a man and there can be no opening. (Job 12:12-
14).

| know that, whatsoever God does it shall be forever: nothing can be put to it, or
anything taken from it: and God does it, that men should fear before Him. (Ecc 3:14).

When Jesus gave Peter the keys of the kingdom, He was speaking of the gospel message (Matt
16:19). He was not speaking of Peter’s personal authority. The Pharisees earlier had the keys, but
tried to keep the kingdom locked up, meaning they changed the message of God into works and kept
the truth away from others (Luke 11:52). Then they tried to force their way into the kingdom without
repentance (Matt 3:7-9, Matt 11:12).

When Jesus said whatsoever the apostles loose on earth is loosed in heaven He was referring to the
fruits of the gospel in the forgiveness of sins (Matt 16:20). It was not their personal authority, but the
Lord working with them through His gift of faith in the gospel. When people are set free on earth by
new birth it is evident that their name is written in heaven. Jesus was speaking of the operation of
Christ in the New Covenant.

The Trinity

God exists in trinity. The trinity is one of the mysteries of God. The Bible does not explain where God
comes from. The Bible just claims that God “was, is and ever will be” (Rev 22:13). This is a mystery to
the human mind. It cannot be understood intellectually. We believe it because the word of God
declares it. The trinity is likewise a mystery.

“Let us make man in our image” is not the “royal we” as the British monarch uses, for the Hebrew
monarchs did not use it. The phrase is not referring to God and the angels, for the angels were not
involved in God’s creation (Gen 1:26). Man was not made in the image of angels. “Us” refers to
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

The New Testament says that God made all things through Christ and Genesis 1 shows the Holy
Spirit was present in creation. At Jesus’ baptism and again later in the discourse of Jesus in John 14-
17 the Father, Jesus and the Spirit are all individually identified. The trinity means one God in unity, in
three persons. It is not polytheism, for the three are one God. The creeds say one substance. The
creeds speak of the hierarchy in the trinity. Jesus claimed the Father was greater than He (John
14:28).

The Hierarchy

This is a voluntary hierarchy, as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all equally God. The Spirit's
submission to Christ enables us to test the spirits, for any spirit that does not place Christ at the
forefront is not the Spirit of God (1 John 4:2). Trinity in hierarchy serves to the benefit of the
redeemed.



Jesus’ submission to the Father likewise demonstrates to us a faithful heart. “The Father is greater
than I.” (John 14:28). Jesus is called the true and faithful witness (Rev 3:14, where “beginning” means
Head). He had no personal agenda. Jesus’ prayer, “Not My will but Yours be done”, shows the
fellowship that exists in the trinity (Matt 26:39). It is not a relationship of control.

God is love and love cannot exist on its own (1 John 4:8). Love must exist in relationship and in
sharing. Love must give. Just as we cannot love God on our own, but in fellowship with the church, so
God always existed in fellowship. God must exist in trinity — in fellowship.

God'’s creation is for the same purpose, to share His life with others. He created because love must
share. God wanted to share the fellowship He had in the family of His Godhead with His people.
Creation and redemption are to the praise of His glory and to call us into His eternal fellowship (Eph
1:6, 1 John 1:3).

Jesus Christ

Jesus is also called the Word of God and the Son of God. Jesus (Joshua in Hebrew) was His given
name when born in the flesh. He has existed eternally as the Son. There was never a time that He did
not exist as the Son. He has always been God the Son. The Nicene Creed puts it, “begotten not
made”.

“Begotten” did not mean that He did not exist at some point in eternity past. It meant that He proceeds
in relationship and hierarchy from the Father. The Athanasian Creed is better, as it states that Christ
is the eternal Son, “co-eternal, co-equal’. In the scripture, begotten also refers to coronation, in
Christ's case now as a man for us, after His resurrection. It means to invest with power (Ps 2:7, a
coronation psalm).

Jesus Christ contains all the attributes of the Father. Is 9:6 includes “everlasting Father” and “mighty
God” among Christ’s titles. His non-use of some powers in His incarnation was not due to inability. It
was voluntary. His “not knowing the day nor the hour” was voluntary non-use, not lack of omniscience
(Mk 13:32). Christ voluntarily limited His use of powers to do the Father’s will.

Christ chose humility to taste all things we face, to be our perfect High Priest (Heb 2:16-17). His
expression: “l could call a legion of angels” and the way the soldiers fell when they came to arrest
him, show that He possessed all power in His incarnation and could have used it (Matt 26:53, John
18:6). He gave Himself up to die on the cross because it was the Father’s will. No one took His life
(John 10:17).

Mary knew that Jesus had power before His first public use of it at Cana, where He began to show
forth His glory. This was the Father’s time (John 2:11). He was not only ministering by the Spirit, but
also showing forth His glory. Before this His power was hidden to the public. His debating at age 12
shows He was always Spirit filled. He was Son “about His Father's business” and Sonship is by
empowerment.

The title “only begotten of the Father” means Jesus was the only man who came from the bosom of
the Father and could show the Father to mankind (John 1:14, 18). The term does not mean that He
was begotten before creation and prior to that He did not exist. The Son is eternal God.

| am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. (Rev 22:13).

Phil 2:7 does not say that He laid His power aside when He came in the flesh, but that He humbled
Himself in His use of it. To deny He had power is to deny Him His glory, which is what He came to
show forth. If He did not have power, Satan could not have tempted Him to use it at will. We talk on
this more below when speaking about His ministry.



Eternal Sonship

Some have said that Jesus was the Word and became the Son at His birth in Bethlehem. This is not
true. He is the Word, but was also the Son in the Old Testament, in His various appearances, such as
in the fiery furnace in Babylon. He has always been the Son.

There is debate whether the Old Testament appearances were of Christ or an angel, but He received
worship on several occasions. Christ appeared to Abraham (Gen 18:3), as Jesus said in John 8:56.
He appeared to Moses (Ex 33:11), to Joshua (Josh 5:14), to Samson’s parents and to others in the
Old Testament (Jud 13:20).

These are called pre-incarnate appearances of Christ. It has been said that the one in the furnace in
Daniel was “like the Son of God” only (Dan 3:25), but this term “like” is also used in Dan 7:13
describing the ascension of Christ to the Father’s right hand.

His title “firstborn” does not mean there was a time when He did not exist, as the Jehovah’s
Witnesses claim (Col 1:15, 18). (They do not witness to the Jehovah of scripture.) Firstborn is a
designation for the pre-eminent one. It means the superior one, the heir of the promises, the one who
overcame.

In the Old Covenant the firstborn was the heir, not the one who was necessarily born first, as seen in
the cases of Esau and Jacob (Ex 4:22) and Ephraim and Manasseh (Gen 48:7, Jer 31:9). Firstborn in
Hebrew usage means He is Lord and inheritor of the kingdom. It is not talking about an actual birth at
any time in history or in pre-history. It means pre-eminent one.

The Nature of Jesus Christ

Christ was born in Bethlehem of a virgin. He took on a mortal body, yet without inherited sin. In His
nature He is fully God and fully man, in one nature and one person. His nature became a controversy
in the 5" Century, known as the Nestorian Controversy.

Theodor and his pupil Nestorius (386-451AD) championed Nestorianism, holding that Jesus had two
separate natures, the human and the divine. They were trying to counter an overemphasis on Christ's
divinity in the Alexandrian sector of the church, where Mary received the title mother of God. The
Nestorians held that there was divisibility in His nature, so that Mary was mother only of His humanity.

Some saw Nestorianism as reducing Christ’s divinity. Some have taken the Nestorian position further
and claimed that Jesus was a man who became the Son of God at His baptism, when the Holy Spirit
allegedly entered Him. Nestorians differed in their position, but their official position was not always
heretical.

Nestor was part of the Antioch Syria School of theology. This school was humanistic. They were
semi-Pelagian. They did not see human nature as fully corrupted. They emphasised the humanity of
Jesus. They were literal in their interpretation of the Bible, in opposition to the allegorical
hermeneutics of the ascetic monasteries of North Africa.

In their humanist approach they sought to demystify all mysteries, such as the nature of Christ. How
the human and divine can be one person in Christ is beyond human reason. Demystifying God is
really an attack on faith. Nestorians also applied this to the communion, holding that the bread and
wine were symbolic only.

In the 16" Century Luther rejected this, saying we must not deny what the Bible states and that Christ
is present in the communion in a mystery. Science wants to see the chemical structure of the bread
and would demand the same in relation to the claim that “Christ is in us”. For Luther, authority was in



faith. The trinity, the nature of Christ, election and even water baptism (which is just water, but also
the answer of a good conscience) are mysteries (1 Pet 3:21).

Their humanistic approach lent the Nestorian movement to syncretism in their missionary
endeavours. Syncretism means that the gospel is adapted in line with human meanings found in local
cultures. Though the Nestorians reached many nations in mission, in most places they so mixed the
gospel with human values for ready acceptance that the church eventually died out.

The Roman position on the Nestorian dispute was that Christ had the two natures in one substance or
person. It is difficult to know what this means, unless it was a compromise between Nestorianism and
the African position. It seems to us that Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man, in one nature, for how
can a person have two natures? It is a mystery, but we accept it on faith, because the scripture
teaches it.

And without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached to the Gentiles, believed on in
the world, received up into glory. (1 Tim 3:16).

The humanity and divinity of Jesus Christ are indivisible in one person and one nature. The Arians
arose in the 4" Century, saying that Christ was only human. This claim was also made by the liberal
heretics of the 19" Century, who denied the miraculous, the spirit world and eternal life. Much of the
Western mindset today is rationalistic, extending from the humanism of Nestorianism.

Christ’s Divinity

The scriptures claim that the Messiah is God. He has all the attributes of God, was eternal before
creation and was the Creator and is the Sustainer of creation. Jesus Himself acknowledged this.
Jesus also received worship (Matt 28:17). He was either a liar, insane, or the eternal Son of God.

...has in these last-days spoken to us by his Son, whom He has appointed heir of all
things, by whom also He made the worlds. Who being the brightness of His glory and
the express image of His person and upholding all things by the word of His power,
when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty
on high. (Heb 1:2-3).

There are many such passages in the Old and New Testaments that declare the completeness of the
divinity of Jesus Christ. His taking on of flesh did not in any way, at any time before or after His birth,
reduce His divinity.

As the Nestorians tended towards a rejection of His complete divinity, others tended towards a
rejection of Christ's humanity. The earliest Gnostic philosophies held that Christ was a spirit only and
did not come in the flesh. They did this because in their dualistic doctrine the flesh was evil. Their
teaching concerning Christ was the spirit of antichrist that the Apostle John spoke of (1 John 4:3).

The antichrist is not a person, but a false doctrine that opposes the doctrine of Christ, chiefly that He
came as God in the flesh to redeem us by His blood. John said whosoever denies that Christ came in
the flesh is the spirit of antichrist. He said that there were many antichrists in the world and that we
know antichrist is coming. That is, there would be more doctrines against Christ.

The Christians at Alexandria, the early Mary worshippers, tended to deny humanity. They were more
Gnostic and denied the flesh. They claimed to focus on the spirit and sought to punish the flesh in
asceticism in the monasteries. When the Reformation came many years later, Luther sought to
dispute humanistic liberal theology (more Antiochean) on the one hand and allegorical superstition
and idolatry (more Alexandrian) on the other.



The Baptism of Jesus

Edward Irving, a Presbyterian minister in 1830 in London, who many regard as a forerunner of
modern Pentecostalism, emphasised the humanity of Christ in a similar way to the Nestorians. He
claimed that without the baptism in the Holy Spirit, which he said Jesus received when He was
baptized, He could do no miracles nor resist temptation. See Edward Irving's Incarnational Christology
by David Dorries.

Pentecostal scholars today often claim that the experience of Jesus at Jordan is a pattern for all
Christians. (See Roger Stronstad, The Charismatic Theology of St. Luke.) They claim that all
believers need to be filled with the Spirit in a second experience, after being saved and that this filling
is to empower them for ministry. This is how they define the term baptism in the Holy Spirit.

However, reading the texts in Luke and John we see quite a different statement of purpose for the
Spirit alighting on Jesus like a dove at His water baptism. John, for example, shows how Jesus was
the Word with all power well before His baptism, even before birth (John 1).

The reason that Jesus gave why no public miracles were done before His baptism was not that He
lacked power, but because His time had not yet come for Him to be revealed (John 2:4). Jesus, as
God, could do miracles at any time He pleased. He could have come down off the cross.

The only reason why Jesus did not do miracles at any particular time was because He was submitted
to His Father’s programme. His will was in complete subjection to His Father’s will by choice. It was
voluntary inability, not a dynamic inability.

At Nazareth He “could” do no miracles because of their unbelief (Matt 13:58). This was not unbelief in
miracles, but unbelief in the Son. Because they did not honour the Son, the Father did not lead Christ
to show forth His power. This is not inability in terms of lacking power. When He said He could do
nothing but by the Spirit, He was not saying that He lacked power. He confessed the opposite,
“Before Abraham was | am.” (John 8:58).

Jesus was always filled with the Spirit, because the Spirit proceeds from Him. He did not wait until
Jordan to be filled with the Spirit. Jesus is a member of the trinity. There is never a time in which He is
not filled with the Godhead. The position of both Roger Stronstrad (referred to above) and Irving
seems a little like Nestorianism.

It seems to us that another difficulty with Stronstrad is that in drawing examples for Christians from
before Pentecost, he does not acknowledge the distinction between the Old and New Covenants. He
claims that Zechariah (John the Baptist's father) and others in the Old Covenant had the Sprit come
upon them, or fill them, for service, which is true.

But saying that a coming on of the Spirit for ministry is a New Testament pattern is comparing apples
with oranges. We cannot compare the two covenants. Whereas the Spirit upon was a term used in
the Old Covenant for service, in the New Covenant it is used for initial baptism for sonship and
service. After that there is a permanent indwelling of the Spirit in believers in the New Covenant.

Jesus ministered in the Old Covenant, fulfilling the law and thereby had the Spirit upon Him in the Old
Covenant sense, though He could also have done anything at anytime as the Son of God. So the
Spirit anointing Him, after He was about the age 30, could also have been associated with the law
and therefore the Father’s time. This is not a New Covenant pattern.

Jordan was His Annunciation

Both Luke and John say that the purpose of the Spirit alighting on Jesus at Jordan was not for His
sake but for ours. “And | knew Him not: but that He should be made manifest, therefore | am come



baptising with water.” (John1:31). The Father did three things to identify that Jesus was the Messiah
to take away our sins:

1. He spoke from heaven, “This is My beloved Son.” (Luke 3:22).

2. He gave the vision of His Spirit alighting as a dove, to show that it is Jesus who
baptizes in the Holy Spirit.

3. He sent John the Baptist to testify, saying to John ahead of time, “Him whom you see
the Spirit ascending on as a dove, this is He. | sent you to bear witness of this to the
world.” (John 1:31-34). This was the sign that the Father gave John.

So the purpose of the water baptism was not to empower Him who is eternal power, but it was for our
sake: it was His manifestation to the world. “Behold the Lamb of God...” (John 1:29). That is what the
text states. There is no mention, not even a hint, in the text that Jesus’ example is paradigmatic of a
second experience for New Covenant believers.

When the Father said “This is My Son...” it was not for Him but for us. Jesus did not need
reassurance. When He prayed for Lazarus He said, “I pray not for Myself, for You always hear Me,
but for those who stand by...” (John 11:42). The purpose of Jesus’ baptism was so we could identify
the one that the prophets said would come.

Pentecostalism is often similar to Nestorianism. It tends at times to see Jesus as a man needing help,
not as God. This is a misconception of the Incarnation. Pentecostalism so builds up its Pneumatology
(doctrine of the Spirit) that it's Christology is left in tatters.

The Reformed position on Pneumatology is Christological. There is no separation. That is, the “Spirit
proceeds from the Son.” (Nicene Creed). Jesus does not need to be baptized in the Spirit. Likewise,
“He who has the Son has life.” (1 John 5:12). We receive Son and Sprit together.

Preparation For Ministry?

The baptism of Jesus is one of Pentecostalism’s strongest foundations for its theology. Jesus was
about 30 years old, which under the law is the age required for priesthood (Num 4:3). He obviously
was not receiving the Spirit for cleansing, for He had no sin, so it is thought that it must have been for
ministry.

While it is understood by all that He could not have had sin, it is assumed by some that He did not yet
have power. Others in the Old Testament received the Spirit for ministry, such as those who served in
the tabernacle and the elders who helped Moses.

They were not born of the Spirit in the Old Covenant and so needed an external anointing, rather than
simply a manifestation of the life of Christ already within. Luke speaks of the anointing in terms of
ministry (Luke 1:67, 2:25), before the new birth and also speaks of Jesus’ ministry in this way (Acts
10:38).

In Acts 1:8 Luke continues the power theme for New Covenant Spirit baptism, but does not limit this
power to service, showing that it includes “repentance and life” (Acts 10:15-18). Acts does not show a
consistent anointing for power theme. It shows anointing for cleansing and for power. The Holy Spirit
is seen consistently to work in regard to both these in one baptism.

Seeing Spirit baptism as power for service only and not in terms of New Covenant sonship is not the
gospel. The meaning of empowering in the New Covenant is receiving power to become sons of God
(John 1:12). The Greek word for power in John 1:12 is exousia, meaning “ability, privilege, force,
competency, freedom, power...” (Strong’s Greek Dictionary).
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This is the anointing (enablement) that John says we have all received (1 John 2:27). This power is
not merely forgiveness, or authority, but a dunamis that changes the nature. We cannot be born again
without dunamis (Greek for power, as in dynamite). “The gospel is the power (dunamis) of God to
salvation...” (Rom 1:16). This gospel was received at Pentecost. See also 1 Cor 1:18 (dunamis).

Jesus went into the wilderness and fasted and then came out in the power of the Spirit. Some see this
as a preparation for ministry and encourage others to follow the example for power. Nothing in the
Gospels or the epistles of the New Testament supports this analysis. His power was not derived
through works, but resident in Him as Son.

As God, the power was His own. As a Jewish man, He served under the law and was anointed by the
Holy Spirit and gave Himself for our redemption. He was raised from the dead by the Spirit, but also
through His own power (Rom 10:11) and by the glory of the Father (Rom 6:4). There is no doubt that
the trinity act in concert in life of Christ. Concerning His life, Jesus said:

| have power to lay it down and | have power to take it again...(John 10:17-18).

If we say that God anointed Him because He overcame temptation and fulfilled the law, besides the
power that Christ already had as Son of God but submitted to the Father, then this also cannot apply
to us in the New Covenant. Our anointing is freely given by the righteousness of Christ, through faith
and it is not based on our own works.

Derived/Resident

The problem with viewing Jesus’ power as something that He attained to, is that it leads to a derived
(acquired) rather than a resident faith. We have power because of who we are (identity) in Christ, not
because of what we do through works of religion. This is one of the major crossroads in Christian
faith. Our Christology matters! It affects the whole way that we live our Christian life.

It is also said that since Jesus grew in stature and grace then He grew as a man and, therefore, did
receive a new power at His baptismal encounter. This Christology emphasises His humanity. This
position is oversimplifying the mystery of His incarnation. He is 100% man and 100% God, which in
chemistry does not make sense. The Christological debate is a main issue in Pentecostal views
today.

His fasting and temptation in the wilderness were not His preparation for ministry, but He overcame
temptation for us, as the second Adam and Head of a new family of the redeemed. The first Adam fell
and all fell in him. The second Adam did not fall and all in Him are not fallen. He was tempted as a
man, but could not have sinned as God. Our salvation was never “in the balance” in His temptation.
He was victor already.

The Spirit Upon Jesus

The details of Spirit baptism will be dealt with in a subsequent chapter (excuse the pun). In relation to
Christology, the Bible often says that the Spirit of the Lord was upon Jesus (Matt 12:18, Luke 4:18,
Luke 3:21). Some have pointed out a distinction between the Spirit coming upon us (power) and the
Spirit filling or indwelling us (salvation). The terms are not a technical distinction: filling is also used for
service in the Old Covenant (Ex 35:31, Luke 1:41). This filling though was not permanent for sonship
then.

The term coming upon is used more in the Old Covenant for service (Num 24:2, Jud 3:10, 6:34,
11:29,14:6, 14:19, 15:14, 1 Sam 10:6, 10, 11:6 and many more, including Mary in Luke 1:35), in
which Testament Jesus also ministered. The term upon is also used for the initial infilling of believers
in the New Covenant (Acts 1:8, 8:16, 10:43-45, 11:14-16, 19:6). Upon can also refer to the outward
visibility of what is already within.
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After the initial baptism in the Spirit, which Christians received, the term most common in the New
Testament for works of power is “being filled with the Spirit”, speaking of the Spirit already within the
believer (Acts 6:3, 7:55, 11:24). We know that the Spirit filling of sonship is permanent (2 Cor 1:21-22,
1 Pet 4:14, 1 John 2:27). The permanent filling is the “anointing”, power enablement for sonship and
charisma. We cover this more in other chapters, especially looking at what filled with and charisma
refer to.

The Work of Christ

Jesus taught the law in the Sermon on the Mount and at other times, to give us an understanding of
our need of grace. He taught about the kingdom of God in parables, by using stories. His teaching
was not subjective. He expounded the scriptures, giving a clear interpretation as to their intended
meaning.

His teaching on the Spirit was prophetic, for it would not be fulfilled until His glorification, which was
His death, burial, resurrection and ascension to the Father’s right hand. It was after this sitting down
that the promise of the Spirit was to be given to the church (John 7:39).

The main work that Jesus did was His cross, burial and resurrection. He died to put away sin. Some
have taught that He died only as an example of love and of turning the other cheek. This denies His
atonement. Jesus died to do away with our sin.

The whole scripture testifies as to why Christ came, to put away sin and sacrifice once and for all by
the offering of Himself and shedding His blood as a propitiation, that is, to satisfy the just requirement
of God'’s righteousness (Rom 3:25). As it is written, “The soul that sins must die.” (Ezek 18:20). Jesus
came to take that death upon Himself for us.

The Resurrection of Christ

The resurrection of Christ was likewise in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy, that His kingdom
would follow His sufferings (Is 53:10-12) and David prophesying not only of the manner of His death
by having His hands, feet and side pierced (Ps 22), but also of His resurrection, that His body would
not be left to rot nor His soul in the grave (Ps 16:10).

Concerning the historicity of the resurrection, secular historians record Jesus’ miracles, teaching and
death and the rapid growth of the church that followed and records claims that the church made of His
resurrection. Historians record no evidence by the enemies of the church against the resurrection.
Secular histories from the 1% Century that mention Jesus include Vellius Paterculus, the Fables of
Phaedrus, Martial, Tacitus, Josephus, Statius and Quintillian.

If the resurrection is not true, then what happened to all the prophecies concerning Christ and why did
all the witnesses give their lives attesting to the resurrection? All 12 disciples were martyred testifying
to the resurrection. And why did the church grow so quickly and fill the Roman Empire and beyond in
40 years?

Jesus rose in the flesh. The same body that was crucified was also raised from the dead. He rose
with an immortal body, the same flesh, but immortalized. He still had His wounds, but was able to
pass through walls (Luke 24:36). He could eat for fellowship, but did not need that food to sustain His
life in the flesh (John 21:15).

The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is a person. He is God. He is a member of the trinity, the Godhead. He communicates
the will of God to His people. He is God’s hermeneutician, who shows us God. He leads, guides,
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teaches and works miracles, all to point to Jesus Christ (John 16:13-14). He regenerates the believer
into new birth and implants within them the new divine nature (Titus 3:5).

Christianity is impossible without the Holy Spirit. Christianity is not a dogma, or believing certain
things. It is not fulfilling certain requirements, or living a certain way, or following a certain type of
religion or faith. We can do all of this and not be a Christian.

Christianity is the Holy Spirit within, sometimes referred to as being filled with the Holy Spirit. Only
those who have the Holy Spirit are Christians. He comes to bring Christ into the heart, as Paul said, “I
am crucified with Christ, nevertheless | live, yet not |, but Christ lives within me and the life | now live
in the flesh, | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Gal 2:20).

If Christ is not alive within us, we are not a Christian (Rom 8:9). It is quite clear that God undertakes
every part of our salvation by Himself. If He did not, then it would not work. He Himself, in His Son,
died for our sin. He Himself, by His Spirit, brings us into His family.

The Old Covenant

In the Old Covenant the Spirit was with God’s people, but He did not live within them (John 14:17). He
moved upon certain people, such as kings and prophets, to fulfil His purposes. But it was not until the
New Covenant that the Spirit would indwell His people permanently and would indwell all His people
(1 John 3:24).

John the Baptist was filled with the Spirit and others in the Old Testament were filled (Ex 31:3), but
this was for temporary ministry. They were filled in terms of being enabled, but not in terms of the
New Covenant, where God’s people are born of the Spirit and are children of God. The term children
of God is used in different ways in scripture. In the New Covenant it means to be born of the Spirit, to
have the divine nature (Gal 3:26).

Before the day of Pentecost Jesus said to His disciples concerning the Spirit, “You know Him for He is
with you, but He shall be in you” (John 14:17) and John said “... the Spirit... was not yet given, for
Christ was not yet glorified” (John 7:39).

The New Covenant

Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted and having received of the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has shed forth this, which you now see and hear.
(Acts 2:33).

The Spirit was sent by Christ after His glorification at the Father’s right hand, to represent Christ as
head of His body, the church. The Spirit comes in the name of Christ and speaks of Christ and
ministers to the heirs of eternal life the blessings of Christ. Jesus said, “He will not speak of
Himself...He will glorify Me...He will take that which is mine and show it to you.” (John 16:14).

The Spirit does this through the gospel. He is the voice of Christ, speaking the word of God into our
heart, to bring us into new birth. He sustains our life daily, by dwelling within our flesh. The Spirit will
never disagree with the scriptures. He is the author of them and the fulfiller of them according to the
will of Christ and Christ according to the will of the Father.

The Spirit gives gifts to the church, such as healing or miracles, special faith or knowledge, to sustain
us in the time of need. These are given for our good and the good of His body, by the will of the Spirit
and not by our own timing, way or making.

He also gives ministry gifts to the church, for the establishment of the church in any generation. All
these things are by His will and not according to method, which men can learn and pass on, so that
people might live by the love and power of Christ within and not be corrupted by self-reliance.
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Pentecostalism Defined

Pentecostalism can be defined as Spirit empowered witness to Christ. The Spirit works in us to
continue the ministry of Jesus Christ. He is not representing Himself in His own ministry. His
testimony and witness is of Christ and not of Himself.

Jesus Christ is the one who died for sin, who is the Saviour. The Spirit empowers the Christian, but is
not the object of our attention. He points to Jesus Christ. We do not pray to the Spirit nor worship Him.
He is God, but God has directed worship as follows:

The Spirit takes us through Jesus Christ to the Father. He enables true worship. Without Him we
cannot see God or know Him and we cannot please God or worship Him. This entire ministry of the
Spirit is not undertaken in His own name, but in the name of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the person through
whom the Spirit of God moves. The Father has willed that we honour the Son (John 5:23, 6:28-29, 1
John 4:3, 5:11-12).

In Acts, the early disciples were witnesses to the resurrection of Christ and “so too is the Holy Spirit.”
(Acts 5:32). Where we see a spirit witnessing of himself, it is not the Holy Spirit. The emphasis of
every sermon in the book of Acts is Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection. (See Acts 2, 3, 5, 7, 8,
10, for example.) The Spirit’s testimony is always, “Jesus Christ is Lord.”.

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather
than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you slew and hanged on a
tree. Him has God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are His witnesses of these
things; and so is also the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to them that obey Him.
(Acts 5:29-32).

In Acts 2, Peter spoke two or three verses from Joel when people asked what had happened. He said
the Spirit was given through Christ and then for the rest of the chapter he preached Christ. The way to
minister the Holy Spirit to people is to preach Christ, not to preach the Spirit. The Spirit is given
through the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the baptizer in the Holy Spirit.

Any ministry that purports to do miracles and does not have Jesus Christ at the centre of its message
and His atonement for sin and His resurrection from the dead and His Lordship and His transforming
power in the new birth to deliver people from the power of sin and make them holy and that does not
lift up the word of God as truth by which He will judge men, is not of God.

God allows these false ministries to have some miracles, or the appearance of miracles, to test men’s
hearts, to show whether they have received the love of the truth and follow the truth, or whether they
follow signs to their own destruction (2 Thes 2:10-12). “Test the spirits.” (Josh 5:13, 1 John 4:1).

Angels

Angel means messenger. Angels serve the Lord. They also serve God’s people. We do not have
charge over angels. We do not pray to them or send them on assignments because:

1. This would lead to angel worship and idolatry.

2. Jesus said we should ask the Father in His name (John 16:23). He did not say we
should pray to angels.

3. The Bible says that God “gives His angels charge concerning us” (Ps 91:11). That is,
God directs how angels minister on our behalf.

14



4. If we directed the angels’ ministry it would not work well. It would depend on us
remembering to give the right instructions at the right time and upon us knowing
everything that needed to be done. We do not have this knowledge, so if we forgot to
give an angel charge in any matter, our lives would be in danger.

5. Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us, that the ministry of the angels should be
sufficient for our need (Heb 7:25). This ministry for us is part of the New Covenant,
which God said He would undertake on our behalf (Heb 1:14, Ps 103:20).

Another aspect on which people sometimes speculate is the hierarchy of angels. It appears that
Gabriel and Michael were angels to Israel during the Old Covenant, but the scripture does not give
details on this. Some (John Wesley and others) have said that Michael was an Old Covenant term for
Christ. A careful study would be required to say any more.

The Bible also mentions seraphim. However, the scriptures do not give a clear description of a
hierarchy, nor of the roles of the various angels. We do not know the details on these matters and we
are not supposed to know. The Lord is the one who directs their work.

There is also the “angel of the Lord” often mentioned in scripture. The identity of this angel could vary
according to the text. Angel of the Lord just means messenger of the Lord, but the term could also
mean a manifestation of the Son of God Himself in angelic form, sometimes called a pre-incarnate
manifestation of Christ.

It appears that the angel of the Lord often received worship, as was the case with the angel that
Samson’s parents met (Judges 13:20), the angel that Abraham met and ate a meal with, the angel of
God’s presence that was to follow Moses, the captain of the Lord’s hosts that Joshua met when
crossing into the Promised Land and Melchizedek.

There is some mystery in these cases. The book of Hebrews says Melchizedek was greater than
Abraham who had the promises (Heb 7:6). He is the only figure in Hebrews that is not said to be
inferior to Christ.

Sons of God may sometimes refer to angels in various texts, such as Job 1. This refers to majesty or
rulership duties in God’s kingdom. Angels are sometimes called elohim in Hebrew which means
magistrate. God is the supreme El. Some of these angels are obedient to God and some rebellious,
though they are all under His power (2 Pet 2:4).

The term “sons of God” does not always refer to angels. It can refer to men, to whom God gave
dominion over the animals, under His will. In the Old Testament, it could also refer to men who walked
with God. It can also mean magistrate, or mean one directly formed by God in His image, as Adam
was. The Old Testament usage is never the same as the New Testament usage, meaning one born of
the Spirit.

It may be that “the sons of God” who cohabited with the daughters of men in Genesis 6 were not
angels but the descendants of the godly seed from Seth cohabiting with ungodly women. God did not
want the godly seed and the ungodly to intermarry. He kept the lineage of Christ pure until the
promised Seed came. Abraham was particular about who Isaac married (Gen 24:3).

Part of the reason for the Flood was to keep the lineage of Christ faithful and ensure the promise was
fulfilled. Jesus said angels do not reproduce (Matt 22:30). Claims of some today that they have been
impregnated by demons are not true.

The Hebrew for “giants” (KJV) in Genesis 6 can mean men of renown. These were ungodly and
oppressive rulers like Nimrod and the kings of empires that followed later. They have no connection
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with Goliath. According to the text of Genesis 6 God judged men for their evil hearts, not demons or
angels. Jude 6 (and 2 Pet 2:4) is likely a reference to the rebellion of angels and not to Genesis 6.

Tales that ascribe demons to Genesis 6 are built on Jewish pseudepigrapha books (books using a
false name for the author), written during the Intertestamental period. The book of Enoch is one of
these. It was not written by Enoch, but books like this are useful in describing Jewish thought before
Jesus came. That Jude was inspired to use a phrase from the book of Enoch does not mean that the
book of Enoch was inspired.

Enoch and other apocryphal writings were used by early Christian writers, supposedly assuming
licence from Jude and following the asceticism of Judaism and this led to a lot of false theology being
incorporated into early church history, which the Koran also adopted.

The Council of Laodicea (364 AD) rightly discredited the book of Enoch and it then passed out of
general circulation until recent times. Some modern teachings are rebuilding on these Jewish ideas.
(See www.jewishencyclopedia.com).

These Jewish ideas are harmful and we agree with Calvin’s commentary on 2 Pet 2:4:

But as Peter mentions here but briefly the fall of angels and as he has not named the
time and the manner and other circumstances, it behooves us soberly to speak on the
subject...

And indeed they who curiously inquire, do not regard edification, but seek to feed their
souls with vain speculations. What is useful to us, God has made known, that is, that
the devils were at first created, that they might serve and obey God, but that through
their own fault they apostatized, because they would not submit to the authority of
God; and that thus the wickedness found in them was accidental and not from nature,
so that it could not be ascribed to God...

In all, we are instructed to accept what the scriptures say without speculating beyond what is revealed
plainly. God said to Moses that the things that are revealed are for men, but the things that are not
revealed are for God (Deut 29:29).

Occult means hidden. When we speculate on endless questions and build doctrines on things that are
not of major importance in scripture we are outside of the will of God. Paul said do not do it:

Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather
than godly edifying which is in faith: so do. (1 Tim 1:4).

Satan

Whether we are talking about angels or demons one thing must be understood. Though the Bible
makes some statements about these it does not describe a detailed theology of them. The main
reason for this is that both angels and demons are under God'’s rule and are His business, not ours.

Our task is to look to Jesus and give no place to the devil (Heb 12:2, Eph 4:27). Notice that God did
not warn Adam of the serpent, but only told Adam to obey His word. Obedience is all that is required
by us.

The scripture does not speak of the origin of Satan, or directly of his fall. It is also not stated in
scripture what demons are. They could be the angels that fell, but the scripture says fallen angels are
kept in chains, unless these chains just depict their defeat and torment (Jude 6). Demons are not
disembodied spirits from a so-called pre-Adamic race. The Bible does not once mention a pre-Adamic
race of men, but calls Adam the first man (1 Cor 15:45).
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When Jesus said, “| saw Satan as lightning fall from heaven” He was not speaking of the original fall
of Satan but of His own victory (Luke 10:17-19). He was referring to the coming of the kingdom to set
men free, to the victory of grace over the law and the casting out of the accuser because of the cross
of Christ. When He went to the cross He said, “Now is the judgement. Now is the prince of this world
cast out.” (John 12:31).

Similarly, Rev 12:7-10 (“there was war in heaven”) does not speak of the original fall and apostasy of
Satan, but it depicts the victory of Christ on the cross and the New Covenant. It means “the accuser of
the brethren has been cast out.” (Rev 12:10).

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and
the dragon fought and his angels and prevailed not; neither was their place found any
more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil
and Satan, which deceives the whole world: he was cast out into the earth and his
angels were cast out with him.

And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation and strength and
the kingdom of our God and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is
cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. (Rev 12:7-10).

This passage is about the New Covenant: “Now is come salvation and strength and the kingdom of
our God and the power of his Christ.”

Satan’s Fall

The Bible does not speak in detail about Satan’s fall and apostasy. We can only infer it from the
character of his temptations of others. He tempted Adam and Eve to rebel against God and take the
ambition of ascending to be God.

It has been said that Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 refer to Satan’s fall. We have some problems with this
view. First, nowhere in the Bible does it say that we should interpret these passages in this way. We
interpret some passages as referring to Christ, because the New Testament authors do so. But
neither Jesus nor any of the apostles interpreted Old Testament scripture in this way with regard to
Satan.

Secondly, we cannot see why we should interpret Isaiah 14 as referring to Satan when the passage
specifically states it is referring to the king of Babylon (vs. 4) and to a man (vs. 16). The passage
describes all the king of Babylon did in laying waste to the nations. It describes his defeat, as was
fulfilled after the prophecy.

The name Lucifer (KJV vs. 12) is not a name for Satan. Lucifer was first used by Jerome in the 4"
Century Latin Vulgate, but in the original language the word means morning star (Venus). This word
(from the Septuagint OT) is used in 2 Pet 1:19 to refer to Christ. In Babylon they worshipped the stars.
The king was also the priest of the gods and carried their names. Isaiah 14 is speaking about the fall
of Babylon and its king.

The verses on self-exaltation refer to the king’s pride (vs. 13-14). The Ziggurats and the Tower of
Babel were high (Gen 11). The priests and king would ascend upon them to “heaven”. His pride is
clearly seen in Daniel 4 in the story of Nebuchadnezzar. He was worshipped. If the ambition to be
God represents anything else in scripture apart from the king of Babylon then it is mankind in general.
This was the ambition of Eve and Adam in the garden.
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Ezekiel 28 is a similar passage about the judgement upon the kingdom of Tyre. The passage is about
the king of Tyre (vs. 2 and 12). It specifically says he is a man (vs. 2 lit. Adam). In Hebrew, Adam
means man. It says he is wiser than Daniel. This is referring to his self-estimation, pride. He has
become rich due to his trade. God said He will bring an army against him. This exactly describes Tyre
and its fate.

Ezek 28:11 refers to the glory and riches of the kingdom. “You seal up the sum” means the king had
everything. He was in Eden, from a Hebrew word for paradise, with music and all that was beautiful.
His wealth in terms of the precious stones of his palace and temple are mentioned.

The “anointed cherub” and “holy mountain” refer to the king’s role as high priest and to his
presumption in spiritual things. His “perfection” refers to the splendour of his kingdom and “the day
that he was created” (made) refers to his inauguration as king. This is what it means in Ps 2. “This
day | have begotten Thee” refers to Christ's exaltation to the throne. This is poetic language
describing the king’s pride.

The king of Tyre’s main sin was the “iniquity of your traffic”, meaning dishonest trade (NIV). Satan did
not trade. The passage concludes by saying the kings of the earth and all the people shall be
astonished when they see him brought to ashes upon the earth. This is speaking about the
destruction of Tyre. If the passage alludes to anyone else it is to the pride of Adam and Eve (man in
general) in our fall.

Many have said that Ezekiel 28 teaches that Satan was the worship leader in heaven before his fall.
The passage does not state this. To interpret scripture in this way makes the whole of the prophets
arbitrary. We study context and history for the meaning and intention of the words. If we study
commentaries on these matters we must go back to those written before Dispensationalism (or
modern works that avoid it).

Princes

The idea that a prince of a kingdom refers to a spirit power was popularised by Scofield and others.
Texts such as Dan 10:13 referring to “the prince of Persia” are used to depict demons fighting angels
in the heavenlies.

The KJV Bible uses the word prince(s) hundreds of times in the Old Testament, but not once does it
use the word to refer to a spirit ruler of an earthly nation. It is used for the angel Michael and for
Christ. Every other time prince is used for a ruler of a nation it is always a human ruler.

Daniel 10 was written after Cyrus king of Persia ordered the Jews to return and rebuild Jerusalem.
When Daniel 10 was written, Cambyses was ruler of Persia and opposing the work in Jerusalem.
Because books are separated into historical, poetic and prophetic sections in the Old Testament, we
may read a prophetic book without connecting it to the correct historical book and the related time
period.

Daniel 10 was written during the time of Zerubbabel, when the Jews were opposed while rebuilding
the temple. Daniel was prophesying at that time, but so too was Haggai and Zechariah. The prophets
were helping the Jews by encouraging them with the word of the Lord. The angel Gabriel was
standing with them and helping them, just as he had come to stand by Daniel in Daniel 10.

We agree with John Wesley, that the prince of Persia was the human ruler of Persia named
Cambyses who was opposing Israel. Gabriel went to stand with the Jews and was delayed in coming
to Daniel. God permitted the delay. Daniel 10 is not about a demonic prince of Persia, or of the angel
Gabriel fighting a demon power in the heavenlies. It is not teaching that Satan can delay God’s
purposes. Wesley’s commentary on Dan 10:13 states:
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Withstood me - God suffered (allowed) the wicked counsels of Cambyses to take
place a while; but Daniel by his prayers and the angel by his power, overcame him at
last: and this very thing laid a foundation of the ruin for the Persian
monarchies...(Gabriel) remained to counterwork their designs against the people of
God.

Gabriel stated that the prince of Greece was coming (Dan 10:20). This was referring to the human
ruler of Greece. In Dan 11:3 he is called a mighty king and we know this was Alexander the Great. In
Dan 9:26 Gabriel said “the people of the prince who shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary” and we know this was the human ruler of Rome, who destroyed the temple and Jerusalem
in 70AD.

If Persia was ruled by a demon prince and not by God, why did king Cyrus of Persia command
Jerusalem to be rebuilt? The concept that nations have different gods that strive for dominance is a
pagan concept. All the Greek leaders thought in this way. It leads to people giving their attention to
devils rather than to God. An incorrect understanding of these passages leads to several problems:

1. It causes us to focus on Satan rather than on Jesus Christ.

2. It causes us to see Satan as the evil one and not man and his own sin. There is no
difference in evil between Satan and the heart of fallen man. The issue is man’s own
sin and responsibility, not Satan’s. This is why Jesus came. When John said Jesus
came to destroy the works of the devil, he meant He came to deliver us from the law
of sin and death and the curse God had spoken because of sin (1John 3:8).

3. It causes us to have an unbiblical approach to revival and prayer.

The New Testament

During the Intertestamental period the term prince began to be used (sometimes) to denote spiritual
powers. Apocryphal books cited many demon powers, whom the Jews blamed for their captivity under
the various earthly rulers. They were wrong. The Jews went into captivity by the hand of God because
of their sin, as the Old Testament plainly states (Is 50:1). This aspect of human nature, blaming the
devil for human behaviour, is common.

The Pharisees said Jesus cast out demons by the power of a demon prince called Beelzebub (Matt
12:24). Jesus called Satan the prince of this world (John 12:31). Paul in his epistles refers to
principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness and spiritual wickedness. These are metaphors for
spiritual opposition, not descriptions of a spiritual hierarchy (Eph 3:10, 6:12).

These are metaphors because Satan does not have rule over man. It is man’s own sin and the law of
sin and death that rules him. Satan can tempt man, but it is man’s own sin that holds him captive to
his own desires.

Paul also said these princes were coming to nought (1 Cor 2:6-9). Some of these references are to
human rulers and some to spiritual powers (Titus 3:1). The New Testament did not present these
powers as rulers of nations, or as successfully hindering the salvation of souls. God allows them to
deceive where men’s hearts are not right with Him (2 Thes 2:11).

The New Testament shows God as sovereign and the gospel as God’s power, which no demon can
hinder (Rom 1:16). It shows the enemy as opposing the gospel and our faith. God allows this
opposition so we might learn to be soldiers (Eph 6:10, 2 Tim 2:3). He calls us not to fight the enemy,
but to have faith and obey the gospel.
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Soldier is a metaphor for preparedness and steadfastness (1 Cor 15:58). We are therefore
encouraged not to fight Satan, but to resist (James 4:7), be vigilant (1 Pet 5:8), to watch (Matt 26:41),
to stand in faith and the power of God’s might (Eph 6:11) and to give him no place (Eph 4:27) and call
upon the Lord (Eph 6:18), all the while being absolutely assured of our victory in Christ (1 Cor 15:57).

God of This World

In whom the god of this world has blinded the eyes of those who believe not, lest the
glorious light of the gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine upon
them. (2 Cor 4:4).

When we read this we think immediately of the one thing that blinds men’s hearts to the gospel more
than anything else and that is the law. Paul combated this source of blindness in every one of his
epistles. Take Rom 10:1-4 for example. The Jews were ignorant (blind) to God’s gift of righteousness,
because they went about to establish their own righteousness through the law. The law blinded them.
The veil in the tabernacle was to prevent vision into the glorious presence.

Going back to 2 Cor 4:4 we look at the context. Paul compared his ministry to Moses, who put a veil
over his face because it shone and Israel was afraid (2 Cor 3:13-18). They were afraid because the
law spoke of their sin. They could not see the acceptance of God in Christ. Paul said that even in his
own day the veil still blinded the heart of those who hear the law. The veil blinded them.

We will come back to the context soon, but first we will look at what some other commentators have
said about 2 Cor 4:4. Chrysostom and Augustine claimed that this is the God of this world, meaning
God. (The Greek Bible text does not use capital letters.) They did so due to the Arians of their day,

who said that if this god is Satan, Christ can also be a small “g” god. So to defend the divinity of
Christ, Chrysostom took this position on the verse.

His position does have some currency:

What then? Israel has not obtained that which it seeks for (for it sought it through the
law), but the election has obtained it and the rest were blinded...as it is written, God
has given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they cannot see and ears that they
cannot hear, to this day. And David said, Let their table be made a snare and a trap
and a stumbling block and recompense to them: Let their eyes be darkened, that they
may not see and bow down their back always. (Rom 11:7-10).

This is big “G” God. He is the one who makes them blind here. Even if we disagree with Chrysostom
and claim with Calvin that 2 Cor 4:4 refers to Satan, we must concede that whatever Satan does here,
he does because of God’s permission, not by any rule or government of his own. The phrase “god of
this world” is god of this age, possibly referring to this present evil age (Gal 1:4). So does this mean
that this god is Satan?

We can see man, Satan and God working together in Paul’s explanation to the Thessalonians. The
condition starts with man: he does not receive the love of the truth. Then God sends man strong
delusion (hands him over to his lusts) by empowering Satan’s lying wonders, that they might be
damned (2 Thes 2:9-12). Man is responsible for his condition, not Satan.

We now get back to our context in Corinthians. What was the issue Paul was addressing? We study
this at different times through this book. In brief, the problem was the super apostles (false apostles)
and the false spirituality in the church. They taught that the law makes us spiritual and gives life.
Some taught this as a form of Gnosticism, meaning the law gives a special spirituality, which in turn
gives us a special knowledge (gnosis), raising us to a higher level of “salvation”.
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This is the matter Paul is addressing in 2" Corinthians 3 and 4. Paul countered that law leads to
death and that grace leads to liberty (life and freedom from sin). They went to the law for spirituality,
but instead it worked blindness and death because of the frailty and sin of man. It was the law that
blinded the Corinthians, least they should see the acceptance of Christ. So, is Paul saying that law is
the god of this world?

We now have another look at the term god of this world. What is the god of this world? Well, it is what
the world worships. It is what the world makes its god. What is the world’s god? If we look at animism
and witchcraft we will say that it is Satan. The world that does not believe the gospel worships Satan.

Is human worship that simple? Certainly we are speaking here of idolatry. “You shall have no other
gods before Me.” is the first commandment. Idolatry is the default setting of the heart of all fallen
mankind. But what is the main form of idolatry? It uses images and bows down to them and says “you
are my god”. But these images somehow feed the ego of man.

They support the rebellion of the ego. So the pagan in the land of Canaan was not really loyal to his
god, but sought what he could get from it for his own goals. There is no real worship of the god. It is
self that is worshipped. Self is where the loyalty lies. Thus today the main images are sports cars and
houses. These gods enhance the real god’s image, man’s image of himself!

Jesus said we cannot serve God and mammon. The word serve here means worship. We worship
mammon for what it can do for us. So mammon may be called the god of this world. When people
look at the New York Stock Exchange they say that the dollar is the god of this world. Is that why they
put “In God we trust” on the back of the dollar bill, to remind the people of the truth? God help the
nation that forgets (Deut 8:18).

The god of this world is self. It is his ultimate goal to be god. The god of this world says “Not Thy will,
but my will be done.”. This is where wars come from (James 4:1). This is the spirit that works in the
sons of rebellion (Eph 2:2). The spirit of this world is, “| do it my way. | am boss. | rule.” At the Tower
of Babel they erected a temple to “make a name for themselves” (Gen 11:4). It was self-worship.

Satan knows this and he feeds it with lies. He manipulates the nature that he knows man has. He
tempted Eve by making her a god in her eyes. He tempted Jesus by showing the rule that He could
have. He tries to make Christianity into something that enables us to get what we want. So why are
we in the church? Is it because of loyalty to Christ, or do we have our own plans?

Satan appeals to man by making man the centre, because that is man’s centre. He knows man’s
tune. So in this sense he is the prince o