
By Dr Kent Hodge

Christian faith is the vibrant 
and vital way of life in Christ: 
life flows from His spirit within 
us to impact the world around 
us. One segment of humanity 
barely touched today by this 
liberating Good News is the 
Islamic world. But from the 
beginning, even from the time 
of Abraham, God has had 
these people in His heart.

In Gen 21:15 Hagar and Ishmael were sent 
away, and wandered aimlessly in the dessert: 

!When the water was gone, she put the boy in 
the shade of  a bush. Then she went and sat 
down by herself  about a hundred yards away. 

!I don"t want to watch the boy die,# she said, 
and burst into tears.

But God heard the crying, and the angel 
of  God called to Hagar from heaven, !Hagar, 
what"s wrong? Do not be afraid$ God has heard 
the boy crying as he lies there. Go to him and 
comfort him for I will make a great nation from 
his descendants.#

Then God opened Hagar"s eyes, and she saw 
a well full of  water. She quickly filled her water 
container and gave the boy a drink.

And God was with the boy as he grew up in 
the wilderness.#

God showed Hagar the well of water, opening 
her eyes. The great nation (or people group) 
coming from Ishmael are the Arabic speakers and 
by extension Muslims all over the world. They 
are in a dry place, a religion of law but without 
life. 

God is doing amazing things. At Christian 
Faith Institute we hear first hand testimony after 
testimony of God opening eyes to see the well 
of living water. Sometimes He uses the Koran 
to reveal Jesus. Sometimes he does it through 
dreams and visions. Sometimes it is through the 
example of Christians living their lives openly 
and honestly before them, and other times it is 
through miracles of healing. God is opening the 
people of Ishmael's eyes to see Jesus.

 Many come to Christian Faith Institute for 
training when God has supernaturally called 
them so they can be to equipped with sound 
biblical understanding for ministry. The Gospel 
of Jesus Christ is expanding in Northern Nigeria 
and across the sahel, the sub-Saharan region 
dominated by Islam for a thousand years. Not 
only is it vital to evangelise these Muslim 
territories but also to establish a strong Christian 
church with local leadership, fully equipped and 
grounded on an unshakable foundation, Jesus 
Christ himself.

Impacting Islam
Strategically located on the fringe of Muslim 

Nigeria in Jos, Plateau State, CFI aims to educate 
and prepare pastors for their mission: to proclaim 
the redeeming gospel of truth throughout the 
earth, particularly in Muslim territory. 

As a grass-roots teaching establishment we 
are non-denominational, accepting all called by 
God from any background or church affiliation, 
to facilitate what God is supernaturally and 
sovereignly doing. Many Muslim converts are 
sent on to us from organisations providing refuge 
for those forced to flee after beatings and death 
threats from family and community leaders. Three 
of our leadership team were formerly Moslem, 
but God radically intervened, transforming them 
into servants of light and establishing them in the 
gospel some years ago.

CFI is led by Dr Kent Hodge, trained under 
the great apostle Archbishop Benson Idahosa 
in Benin City from 1986 until the Archbishop 

went home to glory in 1998. Dr Kent continued 
in leadership at All Nations for Christ under 
Dr Margaret until 2006. Dr Kent holds his 
Masters degree in theology from the University of 
Wales and Doctor of Ministry from Oral Roberts 
University. With a team of sound leaders in 2007, 
CFI began offering diploma, degree and masters 
programmes in theology with already over 200 
students, facilitating the ongoing training for those 
in ministry through part time courses, summer 
schools and correspondence bible school, and 
through pastors conferences. So far conferences 
have been held in Kano, Maiduguri, Dekina, 
Wukari, and Jos.
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Working Together
 Last June, in Jos over 2,500 pastors 

attended an amazing CFI Pastors 
conference which saw an outpouring 
of the love of God and of unity. 
Churches from every denomination: 
Pentecostal, Baptist, Anglican, 
ECWA, COCIN, joined together, 
encouraging and supporting each 
other after the recent violent riots 
targeting Christians in Jos. The 
Plateau State Governor came, 
speaking for over two hours on the 
need to lead by example and obey 
the Word. Afterwards he knelt by his 
bedside praising God for using him 
to exhort the leaders of the church in 
the state God has entrusted to him. 
Unity and cohesion are essential 
as we stand together to proclaim 
the goodness of Jesus to those in 
desperate need of the Hope we have. 

The next conferences are in 
N'djamena, Chad, this December, 
and Alexandria, Egypt next June. 
Please pray for us!

Across the Desert
A member of the Jos CFI team, 

Henry Diamond, has just returned 
from a four-week preparatory mission 
trip to Egypt. The trip was a leap of 
faith. Before he left we prayed for 
God to open doors. We told him to 
go, knowing nothing, but to let God 
show the way. Egypt had the gospel 
nearly 2,000 years ago. Information 
on churches in Egypt and contact 
details for those in leadership was 
very difficult to obtain, so Henry 
arrived at Cairo airport with only the 
name and address of a single pastor, 
with no substantial contacts or 
schedule. It soon became apparent 
that God was doing the planning.

We saw God's hand at work as 
thousands of lives were touched. 
Muslims were saved. A thirty two 
year old deaf woman, well known 
to the believers in her town, was 
miraculously and instantly healed 
through prayer. What followed 
was astonishing: people flocked for 
prayer. As Henry went out onto 
the street he was rushed. Church 
leaders were worried: it is illegal to 
gather for Christian prayer on the 
streets in Egypt. Henry was quickly 
pushed into a house to pray for the 
sick. Another meeting spontaneously 
began, followed by a pastors meeting 
in another location, followed by a 
large meeting in a church that had 
not believed in modern day miracles. 
In another place a woman blind in 
one eye, due for an operation the 
next day, was healed. Meeting after 
meeting followed, people rejoicing 
in the word of God shown with signs 
and wonders. 

Henry is now back in Jos, getting ready to 
resume lectures at the college. This glorious 
series of events has opened new opportunities 
and a new hunger for the gospel as the expansion 
continues, bringing light, eradicating darkness by 
spreading the news of the risen saviour.

Life through Us
The Samaritan woman asked Jesus, !Give 

me this water that I may drink, and never thirst 
again,# John 4:15.

Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds,# 
Anyone who is thirsty may come to me$ Anyone 
who believes in me may drink. For the scriptures 
declare, !Rivers of  living water will flow from 
his heart#, John 7:37-38

Ezekiel 47: !In my vision a man brought me 
back to the entrance of  the Temple. There I saw 
a stream flowing east beneath the door of  the 
Temple, % and it became a river that could not 
be passed over% then he said to me these waters 
issue out towards the east country and go down 
to the dessert%and life will flourish wherever 
these waters flow.#

It's the gospel of Jesus Christ, Jesus indwelling 
his people that brings life bursting from every 
seam of our being: new nature, deliverance from 
sin, hope, faith, love, and victory! 

Jesus brings life in barren places. He spoke 
about his Spirit, in us flowing through us. His 
life is for us, causing our lives to flourish, and 
flows through us to the thirsty. Water in a puddle 
becomes stagnant. Living water flows out to 
others.

Where is our focus today? Is it only on our own 
lives, our own prosperity, and our own family? 
If so, we are stuck in a puddle, not the river of 
life that flows from the temple of God on earth 
today, from Jesus' body, his church. Don't wallow 
in sludge but allow God's life to flow through to 
meet the desperate need for Jesus' life in those 
around you.

 

 

CONTACT US TODAY
Contact Kent Hodge for more information: 
kent.hodge@cfaithministries.org

See the ministry's website to get involved: 
http://www.cfaithministries.org

Get Dr Kent's new book Christ in You: 
http://www.authorhouse.com, http://www.
authorhouse.co.uk & http://www.amazon.co.uk

The Lord is using this book to transform lives 
through Jesus Christ in nations all over the world.

God has given you life to make a difference to others!
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